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O F T H E 
LAW of L I B E LS. 

'TpO obtain a clear view of the Proceedings in 
•"■ this Caufe, it is neceflfcry to ftate the Rules of 
the Crown Office, in Libellous Complains 

I. The Profecutor complains that the Defendant 
has injured his good Name in a certain Book prefen- 
ted to the Court, through the medium of a Grand 

Jury- 

II. A common Jury arc appointed to find the 
Faft— the Faft of WRITING, PRINTING or 
PUBLISHING the fald Libel. But obferve— no 
Wttnefles are fuffered to appear on the Part of the 
Defendant, to prove the Truth of the Charge. And 
this* Ipiefume, a a merciful InterpoOtion of the 
Law infeehalf of the Defendant, for fliould he un- 
happily prove the truth of the Charge it would ag- 

gravace 
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gravate his Ptmlfhment on this Priftciple— -the 
gitaier the TRUTH, the. greater the LIBEL* 
Lord Camden, indeed, has rendered his Name 
eternally dear to Engjifhmen by a uniform appor- 
tion to this do&rine ; and even Mr. Erfkine— -when 
it anfwers his purpofe, can brave the difpleafure of 
a Judge and contend that Truth is NOT a Libel*. 

On the prefentoccafion, the Freedom of the Prefs 
and the perfonal Interefh of the learned Advocate 
do not flow in the fame Channel. He is a frudmt 
Man. 

III. The Faftof publifliing bei/ig clearly eftafc- 
Jifhed, the Defendant is brought up to receive the 
Sentence of the LAW; And the Sentence of the 
.Law is grounded on this principle — you are not to 
charge a perfon with any Crime", Offence, or Infir- 
mity that has a Tendency to render that Perfon 
criminal pr ridiculous in the public. Eye. If you fee 
a Woman rife from the Bed of Adultery, or a Man 
retire from a Houfe that he has plundered, you 
xnuft be Glent as death, unlefs you purpofe to 
profecute the Parties. If you venture to infprcn a 
Friend that the. Lady in queftion is an improper 
Companion for his Wife or Daughter -, or the 

Man 

• Trial of the pean rf St. Aiaph. 
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Min an improper Agent in commercial affairs/ 
you expofe yourfdf to the vengeance of the Laws. 
It would nothing avail, if a thoufand angels wit* 
netted the offence. The Jury are to find the Fad of 
publifhing, but no witnefs is to be heard) no evi- 
dence produced in proof of the TRUTH and 
JUSTICE of the Charge, 



Of the Confequences of this Procefa to the 
DEFENDANT, 

xx>c>ooooc<>c<>ck>oo< 

THOUGH a Perfon be infamous or abandoned 
in private life, the Laws confider him as vir* 
tuous and upright, till legalfy convifted of fomc 
offence repugnant to integrity and virtue. And 
even if convifted, legal Reputation is reftored, as 
foon as the Offender has fuffercd the Sentence of 
the Law. 

On this aflumption of moral Integrity and 
innocence on the part of the Plaintiff, the Judge 
pronounces Sentence. Hit language is adapted to 
the nature of the Offence and the Quality of the 

Offender 
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Offender* If it be a Libel, he expatiates on tte 1 
Freedom of the Prefe, and the fad Licentiocrihcfs 
of the Times. 

He then fjaoaks of the £EGJL Chara&er of the. 
Plaintiff ^ for his Lordlhip muft not notice popular 
Rumors— norfiiffcchimfeif lo be influenced by the 
univerfal Belief of Mankind* . 

And he dwells on the Injury which the Plaintiff 
h%5 fuftained by *he FALSE, .WICKED, and 
MALICIOUS Afpertions of the Defendant, 

If the Plaintiff be a Female— PER DITA. Or 
whom you pleafe, — the Judge ufually enlarges on 
the want of JPolirenefs, — perhaps of Courage in the 
Defendant ; for though Perdita be furrounded by 
men ambitio'us to fignalize themfelves in defence 
of h<*r .VIRTUE, though her Income b? 
fciUNC "LY, .and her hopes a Sceptre, yet his 
Lordthip muft have no knowledge of the' Lady 
but as fne ftands defcribed in the Indi&ment — a 
feaceabUy good firt of Woman. 

If the Defendant he a Clergyman, the learned 
. Judge will en.brace the opportunity of inftrufting 
him in the Duties of. his Profeffion. 

In conformity to antient Cufiom y he will remind 
him that Minifters of the Gofpel are bound to pro. 
mote Peace and to heal divifions ; to cover the Irifij;- 
mititB of their fellow men with a Mantle of Love 

and 
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and not to expofe them to open fliame. Hi$ 

LoraMhip is not, at liberty to accept as an apology 

from the Defendant that a regular Syftem is on foot 

id extend a Religion hoftile to Freedom and fub- 

verfive of the Faith of our Ahceftors, that it is the 

peculiar province of a Clergyman to contend zeal- 

oufyfor the Truth, and v to oppofe PERDITA or 

*ny other Catholic whofe Princely Influence 

strengthens the Confederacy/ No. The Judge who 

reads the Sentence of the Court muft adhere to 

antient Forms — Forms as old, to my knowledge, 

as the days of that great Champion of Liberty 

L*rd Chief Juftiie Jeffmes.—Ht can advert t(> 

'nothing but the FaH of Pubtijhing, which no man 

Tof honor ever denies, and to the Tendency of 

-the Libel to defame the LEGAL Chara&er of Bett 

•Cox, Nell Gwyn or Perdita. RELIGION, 

.VIRTUE and FREEDOM are out 6f the queftion^ 

1 And thus it frequently happens, that by a plain 

Matter of Faft, the Publication of which may be 

meritorious in the pureeftimation of the Deity, and 

of great relative importance in civil life, the De- 

<fendant is punifhed with Fine, Fillory and Impri- 

fbnment ! And this in a Land of Freedom ! The 

Plaintiff, mean while, is triumphant without con- 

> teft, and victorious without a" foe, for TRUTH 

is filcnt and Opposition vain. 
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Qf the Confequcnccs of this Procefs with 
refpeft to the PLAINTIFF. 

>^<><>c>c<>c<>o<>c<»c><><>c " 

"TTTHEN a Perfon profecutes in the Crow 11 
*^ Office, ir is obvious as the light of day, 
that the Prefervation of CHARACTER is not 
th^Ead obtained by .'the Procefs. - 

The multitude, indeed, may be induced to believe 
that the Decifion of the Court is Evidence of the 
Plaintiff** Innocence; but nothing can be more 
remote from Fad. Had Mary Anne FINCH, or 
Mary Anne PARSLOW been inferted in the Iiv 
diftmem, inftead of Mary Anne FITZHER- 
BERT, the learned Counfel had declaimed with 
tqual warmth in defence of their VIRTUE, and 
the Court pronounced the fame Sentence, and with 
the fame Juftice. 

I do not complain bectufe a Strumpet is unde r 
. the Prote&ion of the Laws ; but I conceive it to 
; be a poor compliment to Ladies of Rank and Vir- 
tue, it her Character be eftimated at an equal 
J*ricc with their own. 

But 
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Bat though the multitude are thus ignorant of 
the true nature of Crown Office Proceedings, and 
imagine the Plaintiff INNOCENT becaufe the 
Defendant is found GUILTY, : Profeflional Men, 
who are acquainted with the excellent Sy ftem in- 
vented by Lord Chief Juftice Jefferies, brought to 
jperfedion by Lord Chief Juftice Mansfield, and 
and fo ably vindicated by that great conftiturional 
Lawyer, Mr. Erffcine, know the converfe of the 
conclufion is frequently the Faft, that the Defen- 
dant is INNOCENT and the Plaintiff GUILTY. 
And they draw this inference from the moft foUd 
and judicious Reafonings. For if the Plantiff be con- 
fcious of re&itude of Conduft, the Charge is exhi- 
bited under another Form. He meets his Accufcr 
on the PLEA Side of the Court, and convinces the 
World it cannot be fupported. This effectually pre- 
serves Reputation, and overwhelms an Adverfaiy 
:with Difgrace. It is, indeed the -prerogative of 
Innocence to dread no Inqueft. Few Men of Honor 
and perhaps no Worpen of Virtue, refort to xhe 
Crown Office for Vindication of Charaften But 
the Guilty fly to it as an Afylum from the Refent* 
ments of TRUTH and the Perfections of 
VIRTUE. 



Of 
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Of the Influence of this Procefs on 
PUBLIC LIBERTY. 

T>UBLIC Literty cannot exift where an Inter* 
-*• courfe of Sentiment is denied. 

The PRESS is the rtioft effectual mode of 
communicating Sentiment. 

The LIBERTIES of the Prefs, therefore, are 
to be guarded with religious care, as the Fountain 
of Information and the effential attribute of Free- 
■dom. 

. It is not to be denied that the LICENTIOUS- 
NESS of the Prefs is: an- Evil. 
• But let it be remembered, that RESTRIC- 
TIONS on the Prefs afe an Evil of much greater 
Magnitude. 

The Licentitufnefs of the Prefs affefts the Honor 
ordeftroys the Pe*ce of INDIVIDUALS only * but 
ReftriBions on the Prefs leffon the Dignity and tub* 
verc . the happinefs of NATIONS. 

And, therefore, though it appear expedient to 
Mr. Erfkinc, or Lord Chief Juftice Jefferies, to 
sppcafe an offended Individual by the Sacrifice of 

Public 
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public Privilege and to curb Intemperance by 
unconftitutional Reftraint, the. Friends of civil 
Liberty will hold fuch Reftri&ions in eternal 
abhorrence - , 

Further. The Licentioufncfs of the Preft Carrie 
its own Antidote with It, It defeats its own Views* 
In general Calumny there is no peffonal Reproach 
The Prefs, under fuch Circumftances, is like th* 
Tbngue of the Honorable Thomas Erflrine, inca- 
pable ^f Slander* When I firft heard the learned 
Counfel's Inve&ives I t was loft in aftonifhment ! I 
felt as every Man of Honor would have felt qh 
the Occafiori. I interrupted him in his Speech—. 
I aflbred jiim what he* uttered was, FALSE— and 
that he ; " held a Language under the protection of tb$ 
Court, that be did not dare to mention to my Face out 
*f it." I fpoke under the Impreffion of my 
feelings. I was moved, gready moved kt his il- 
liberal Afperfion$. But my Friends foon apprized 
me that Infult and Abufe— Infult without Reafbn, 
and Abufe without Argument are the diftinguifliing 
Traits of the learned Counfcl's Eloquence, that a 
Judge once threatened to commit him, thai he had 
given a Barrifter the LIE, and that nothing but his 
PRUDENCE out of Gourt protected him from 
Punifhment for Infolenfe. within. I then coofi- 

C \ dered 
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'an fnfulr ; and I (hall henceforward hear his Cora* 
mon Place Invc&ive with the fame CONTEMPT 
as other Men. 

And thus with the Licqntioufiiefs of the Prcfs. 
\Vhen Calumny becomes general, no one regards 
it. 

But when fevere and unconftitutional Reftrainta 
are impofed on the Freedom of the Prefc, the Evil 
admits no Remedy The fob of civil and religi- 
ous Liberty is inevitable*. And here I muft 
notice an Argument ufed by Mr. Erfkine when 
Mr. Walter was brought up for Judgment. " Th# 
J-icendoblhcls of the Prefi has brought . France 
jhto its prefent State of Diftrefs," This I deny; 
s RESTRICTIONS on the Prefs have brought tha$ 
Monarchy to the Brink of Deftru&ion. , The 
Whip-galled Slaves were denied the Privilege of 
Speech, and now they claim more, perhaps, than 
it is expedient to grant. It *U lamented that 
the National Aflembly are fo dilatory in their Prp- 
ceedings, and that the lower Orders of the People 
are fo intemperate in their Conduct, but if it be 
impofiible to obtain Freedom without an Anarch, 
^s laftingasthe Siege of Troy, it will^bc cheaply 
jpurchafed j and if every Law of the Cgnftitmion be 

written 
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tftitteft in Blood* it will .claim the sfkf anG admlfa. 
tfon of Patriots no lefs than Revolutions fuddeniy^ 
and peaceably effe&ed. 

It is not, therefore, to the Licentiousncfs of the 
Prefs, but to the cruel and opprefliive Policy of 
Tyrants that we ate to afcribe the Infurre&ions on 
the Continent.* A free Prefs, I dare affirm, is an 1 
equal Guardian of the Prerogatives of the* Throne 
afctT the Privileges of the Pepple. But the Trutlf 
is, no JVf (toarch oti Earth, ikii* <>wh excepted* fin^ 
ttitlf -deSiei to rale a FREE PEOPLE 5 and as? 
it is difficult to reduce Men to -a Stfete of Slavery; 
a* lodg as they enjoy unfetttred Intertourfc of 
Sentiment, tktf firft Objeft of a Tyrant is the £kr 
ftruftion of the Prefs/ — - - • 

There is, alfo, an important Difference between 

the LicemioufneTs of the Bar, and that of the 

Prefs. 

I complained of Mr, Erjkine out of doors and 
he was SILENT. I complained of Mr. Erflsine 
in Court, and he converted the Complaint into a 
Crime, and urged it in Aggravation of my Punish- 
ment. And though, it i$ reported to be the Dc$er~ 
minatipn of, their Lordlhips to fend to Newgaje 
all who libel the ROYAL FAMILY, I am not 
itonvinced thai "Mrs, FITZHERBERT^ is the 

fole Cad" of my being here. 

f) Bu 
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But if* Man be libelled ftom the Preft, he may 
obtain immediate Satisfaction. A Jury will make 
bis Cafe their own, will vindicate his Character, 
and refent the injufticc of his Adverfary. And 
hence it is obvious that the Clamor againft the 
Licentioolhefs of the Prefs flows either from Igno* 
ranee or from a fccret wifh to Deftroy its Freedom. 
. None but the GUILTY tremble at a licentioua 
Prefi, The INNOCENT may punifli the Tradu- 
cer or defpifc his Calumny. But it is a reproach 
to the Laws, a Satire oh Virtue, afc Infult to the 
Supreme, when the GUILTY <hjoy the Privilege 
of inflicting Punifhrocnt on a Libeller— if it be Jiot 
a Contradiction in Terms to ftile the Man a libel- 
ler who fpeaks the TRUTH* 



Inference from the preceeding Hints* 
♦ , >c<kx>o<xx>o<x>oc<xx . 

IT is obvious from what has been faid, that Proic- 
cutions in the Crown Office, for Libels are a 
Grievance that ought to be redrefled* Can anjr 
Thing be more repugnant to Reafoo, or difgraceful 

to 
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to human Nature than to deprive' the Delinquent 
ofall Power to prove the Truth and Juftice of his 
Words ? Is it not denying him the Privilege of a 
common Felon? 

My Lords, the Judges, are not to be cenfured. 
The PEOPLE are to be cenfured. The Subjeft 
is of infinite moment to the Common Good, but 
Prudence commands me to be filent. May the 
Genius of England fpeak a language that will be 
heard and obeyed. 

. Meanwhile, I earneftly entreat the PRINTERS 
and BOOKSELLERS to make it a common 
Caufe, and apply to Parliament for Protection. 
As the Law of Libeh is now underftood, no man 
can carry on bufinefs in fafety. The application 
fhould be unanimous, and all Party Animofity 
forgotcep* The Leaders of the Opposition: cannot 
confidently refufe their Support. And the Miniftry 
will defcrve to be abandoned by all the Friends of 
Freedom, if they deny their Concurrence. , 

In the firft place, PRINTERS and BOOK- 
SELLERS ought to be free fromfcvery Appre- 
henfion of Danger, on giving up the AUTHOR, 

In the fecond place, if they decline giving up 
-the Author, they ought to enjoy the privilege of 

DEFEND- 
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DEFENDING what they have pruned or pub? 
lifted. 

And this Privilege ought to be extended to tht 
Aurhor. If his Aflertions be founded in TRUTH* 
in the Name of the GOD of TRUTH let him 
depart in. .Peace. If his Aflertions originate irt 
FALSttOOD, let him Tuflfer all that a JURTf 
may be convinced he deftrves, even to DEATH 
irfelf. 

This will effectually curb the. Licentiaufaefs of 
the Prefs, and at the fatxic Timo . prefer^ its 
FREEDOM. . . * . .; 

Buttoconfign *. Printer, Publilhcr, or Author 
to the Tender Meroic* of a JUDGE may be # X 
admit, an effectual way to chedk tht Lictntimfntfs 
but it has alfo v a certain Tendency to eradicate 
every Trace of FREEDOM, and to deprive us o£ 
all the Birthright Privileges of Men. 

1 have do perfonal Intereft in the Application 
propoicd. It can afford no Relief it my fituatioii. 
I propofe it with tlie beft Views to the general 
Welfare of my Country, and to the particular 
Security of Printers and BookfeHers. 

Till the Law of . Libels, be thus defined by 
Parliament, let; me etyrcat all future Jyries tacoi*- 
jnz£t the FfuU of Printing or Publifhing with the 

language 
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Language qtf tke kdiament, FALSE, WICKED 
and MALICIOUS* and if they are not convinced 
i*f the Defendant's Guilt on this craiprehenfivt 
View of the WHOLE Indidtment* det fyim 
bt honorably acquitted. Now it is importable t<) 
obtain legal evidence of Guilt with reaped: to 
FALSE, WICKED; and MALICIOUS, fince 
the Defendant is not permitted to JUSTIFY, the 
Vcrdift ought always to be general-— N O T 
GUILTY. 

I alio advife every Man of Honor arid I every 
Woman of Virtue to prefer the "Complaint on the 
PLEA' Side of the Court. The CROWN Side 
is veiy proper for ***** and *****. 

:k>o©ckxx^ xxxxx 

A p, V E R TISE M E N T, 

IT is upneceflary to offer any Apology for the 
Publication of the following Speech. Falfe *nd 
injurious Statements have appeared in the Public 
Papers, whicli are here amply confuted. 

It 
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It is affirmed by. the Author bt fcfcfnefis that 
THOUSANDS have been lavitoed on the Pub* 
lie Papers to induce the Editors to infert A nee* 
dotes in Praife of "Mrs.Fitzherbert" and to fup- 
prefe others unfriendly to her wifties. Never was an 
Aflertion more fully verified than on the prefent 
OcCafiori. Whatever had a Tendency to vindicate 
my Charafter and Conduct was either totally re- 
jedtcd or fuch a Sum demanded for its Iofertion as 
rendered the Application fruitlefs. 

Add to this, fo many filly Remarks have appear- 
ed in the Public Papers refpc&ing the ARGU- 
MENTS and ELOQUENCE, of Mr. Erfkine^ 
that I am compelled — by a Regard for Truth 
—to convince the World ' that the learned 
Counfel did not advance a fingfe ARGUMENT 
in the whioleof his declamatory E'ftufion, which I 
have not, on every Principle of Analogy, aod by 
the folid Evidence of Fafts, proved to be FALSEf 
And as to the ELOQUENCE of the learned 
Counfel, he had no Competitor in me. I told 
their Lordfhips that my Intention was w offer to 
their Confutation a few feripus and folid Fails, . 
in feriousand relpe&ful Language. 1 had n« 
Ambition to convince my Judges that I am. 
qualified for the Stage, or ebnverfant in Spouting 
1 v - Clubs 
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But even in Point of ELOCUTION, Mr, Erlkine 
h one of the laft Men in tKe World whom I 
ihould dread to encounter. TKat he would be elo- 
quent, I admit, if the violence of hiSfPaffions did not 
to frequently impede his Utterance. In his Repljf 
to my fecond Addrefs, he was difordered not only 
in Expreffion, but in IDEA. Several of the 
pioft judicious men in Court affured me, , that they 
neve? ftw the jkajned Counfel make fo poor a 
Figure* If was 3 Rhapfody of the mofl; filly 
Remarks 1 ever read or heard. Mr. Erlkine 
Vil) probably fpend $ few Guineas to refute this 
^pinion in the Papers j but the Public, after all, 
wiU judge for themfelves. 1 do not complain of 
the want of Candor in the Editors of our public 
Prints, though I have abundant Caufc. Several 
fif thebi have inferted Paragraphs of a very libellous 
Nature. But they have nothing to fear from me, My 
Regard for the Freedom of the Prcfs is fincere aniji 
and founded on Principle. No Editor, no Prin* 
ter (hall ever fuffcr on my Account. If they can. 
not live, by honed Means, they have my Permiffion 
jo gain their daijy Bread by daily Proftitution. But 
jf any Man living will ftand forward and impeach the 
Jfyrity of my Honor, or "the Innocence, and Inte- 
4jrity of my Life, I will meet "the Charge id tfoe 

P Face 
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Face of Day and lefute it. Anonymous Calumny 
I (hall treat with filent Contempt. I hope every 
Rafeal in the Kingdom is my Enemy. Imputa- 
tions from fucltf Quarter will only make me fmile,, 
like a Paragraph in the Morning Poft, which in- 
formed the Public, with its ufual Authenticity of 
Intelligence, that I am Uncle to the Reverend 
Mr. Eaft, one of the Condu&ors of the World. 
- This Gentleman I have never ft en; but in Point- 
of Age, he is old enough to be my GRAND- 
FATHER. 

x ^f I have not intentionally omitted ^ny part of 
my Addrefs. But It is neceflary to inform my 
Reader, that in its prefent Form it comprehends* 
My, Firft Addrefs. 
My Second Addrefs. 
And fuch Remarks as I could not make on 
Mr. Erfkine's concluding Speech. I was very de- 
firous that the learned Counfel (hould follow Mr, 
Dallas and Mr. Laws, and thus afford me an oppor- 
tunity to anfwer him. But this ho declined, and 
infifted-on his Privilege with a Pertinacity that was 
far from being honorable. Had I been in Mr. 
Erflrine's Situation and he in mine— a Defendant — 
•brought up to receive the Sentence of the Court— 
unpra&ifed in the Arts of a Barrifter — and un- 

accuftomed 
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accuftomed to the Scene around him — I fhould 
have eagerly embraced fo glorious an occafion to 
difplay my Humanity, Politeneis, ^nd, perhaps, my 
Contempt of his Abilities. But the LEARNED 
and ELOQUENT Counfel a&ed otherwife. "*I 
claim my Privilege" faid he " I infift on your fpeak* 
i'ng firft." I complied, and the following is th$ 
Purport of my Speech. 

My Lord, ' 

Attacked as I have been by the learned Counfel* 
on every Point that can be dear to a man of Honor, 
I requeft Permiffion of the Qourt to enter on my 
Defence. 

The illiberal attempt of the Counfel for the 
Prolecution to make your Lordlhips a Party againft 
me, would juftify tfye fevereft Animadverfion, It 
is of little moment to infift on the Reftitude of my 
Condudt, abftrafted from the Bufinefs. before the 
Court. I will only remark that though paffionately 
fond of Freedom, I am convinced that all which 
deferves the Name muft be founded on OBE- 
DIENCE to the LAWS. As to my Condu£ton 
the prefent Occafion, the Charge of Difrefpedt is 
groundlefs. On the Trial of the Fad, your Lord- 
Ihip ftated your Opinion to the Jury, that the 

words 



Digitized by 



Google 



words obvioufly implied that Mary Anne Fitzher- 
bert had a Criminal Correfpondence with Count 
Bellois. and that a Child was the Refult of the 
Ihtercourfe. Ndw, my Lord, I affirm oh my 
Honor, and call on the learned Counfel to con- 
tradict me, if it be in his power, I affirm that the 
!aft Copy of Nemefis was put into your Lordlhip's 
Hands ; when in Court. I had made Prepara- 
tions for a new Edition, but I Was induced out of 
refpeft to the Court to fupprefs it. 

The learned Counfel has been equally affiduous 
to awaken in your Breaft the Refentments of 
Friertdfhip. He is continually reminding your 
Lordfhip that I have prefamed to libel the Lord 
Lord Chancellor. I confefs I libelled him, if a mild 
temonftranc* merit the Epithet of Libel. I ftill 
eonfider it a*, a moral ttefeft in his Lordfhip'S 
Charafter that he lives in a State of criminal Celi- 
bacy*— is * Reproach to the Church of England 
that the fuprettte Patron of its Privileges (hould 
Hve in open Violation of its moft facred and eflen^ 
tial Duties. 

It has dlfo been urged by the learned Counfel 
f hit I madfe an Attempt in Alfred's Apology to 
feduce your Lbrdfhip . from the Duties of your 

Office 
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Office by FLATTERY. And be was pleafed tfr 

add, that he " knew your Ltrdjbitfs Opinion on that 

Point" and that you, " defpifed my Compliment 

as much as he hirafelf does my Abufe." I wr$ 

happily relieved from the Diftrefs occafioned by 

this Declaration, by a candid Avowal on the Part 

of your Lordfhip — " TILL THIS HOUR I 

HAVE NEITHER SEEN NOR HEARD OF 

THE BOOK IN QUESTION !" How the learn*. 

1 cd Counfel could inform hirnfclf of your Lord- 

fliip^s Sentiments on a Compliment which you 

had never SEEN nor HEARD, I am unable to 

conje&ure. It is plain to a Detnonftration that I 

fliould have fent your Lordflrip a Copy, had I 

been fo filly as to expeft any Advantage from ic$ 

Contends. With the fame regard for Truth, the 

learned Counfel declares his Contempt of my Rt- 

f roaches. No Man ever defpifed what he could 

not refute. The Countenance, the; Language, the 

whole Deportment of the learned Gentleman ma* 

nifefl his inward Commotion. 

If there be any part of my Conduct reprehenfi- 
ble, it is that which I am confident your Lordfhip* 
will readily pardon. I allude, to my Interruption 
of the learned Counfel in his addrefs to the Court. 

I offer 
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I offer no apology but the FEELINGS of a MAN 
of HONOR. For the firft Time, I heard the 
Language- WRETCH, VERMIN, &c applied 
to myfelf. I was not* then apprized that it was 
the learned Gentleman's habitual Phrafeology and 
that he had nothing perfonal in View, and there 
fore I anfwered him in a Manner that every Man 
of Spirit and confeious Innocence muft approve— 
<c your Aflerttons are FALSE, and your Language 
fuch as you DARE NOT maintain out of the 
Protedion of this Court." 

* In no other refpefl have I Reafon to apprehend 
the Difpleafure of the Court. I proceed, there- 
fore, to a Defence of my Conduft in Relation to 
the learned Counfel bimfelf. 

And in the firft Place he complains that, in 
Alfred's Apology, I have treated him as a FOOL; 
And, fecondly, that I endeavoured to deter him 
from his Duty. 

How far the learned Gentleman deferves to be 
confidered as a FOOL, the Public muft decide. 
It is an Inference that I have drawn from his own 
Conduft in Court, but I chearfully leave the 
World to determine on its Validity, 

The Arguments are certainly in force againft 
him. -An Imputation muft reft on his HEAD 

or 
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or his HEART. A Man of lefs Tencternefs thari 
myfelf would transfer the Charge to his Heart, 
and inftead of Fool, pronounce him a RASCAL. ' 

As to the Attempt in Alfred's Apology to deter 
the learned Counfel from a Difcljarge of Duty, it 
ought in Candor to be dated an attempt to awaken 
him to afenfe of his Duty, as a Barrifter and* 
GENTLEMAN, ; 

To have, a clear View of the Nature and fu- 
preme Defign of Alfred's Apology, it is necefiary 
to refer, my Lord, to the Period when his Maj6fty 
■was deprived of Reafon. 

At all Times it is the indifputable Privilege 
•f Britons to animadvert freely on fuch public 
meafures as affett. Life, Liberty, or Property. If, 
in common with moft of the Learned Gentleman's 
Friendships, my Property be fmall, I have Life 
to proteft, which is deardr rhan' Prqpmy-, and 
Liberty to defend, which is more valuable than 
both. At all times, therefore, I am juftified in 
communicating my Obfcrvations on Public Men 
and Public Meafures. At the awful Crifis to which 
I allude, it was my duty. The fuuation of the 
Country was new, important and alarming. It 
w$& proper that Parliament fhould know the Sen- 

timents 
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timents of the PUBLIC. But the Sentiments of 
the Public can be collected only from the Voice 
of INDIVIDUALS* So far my judication if 
complete* In Point of political Opinion I am 
not infallible. To INTEGRITY and DISIN* 
TERESTED PATRIOTISM I have the 
#rongeft Claim, I came forward a Volunteer in 
the Service of my Country at a Moment when 
mercenary -Men were worshiping the riGng Stin* 
I ftated my Belief that the Adminiftration cjf 
.Affairs was in very proper.Hands — th^t they kne^j, 
beyond all other Men, the- Sentiments of the Sove* 
-reign with foreign and domeftic Politics—that a 
: Rtrftora{ion to the ufe of Reafon was poffible an$i 
probable — that his Majefty, in the Event -of a R^- 
.gency would feel himfelf incxpreffible happy if the 
.Syftem of his own Cabinet be purfued, and ine$- 
expreffibly miferable if new Meafures ftiould be 
adopted; I took the Liberty to add, that 1 faw no 
Refpon Ability, that could attach to t^ie MI- 
NISTERS of the REGENCY. Becaufe till the 
Pemife of the Sovereign, the eflcntial Attributes of 
the Throne could not be transfered to his Heir * 
confequently, the MINISTERS of the REGENT 
would be at Liberty to plead his Commands in 

Juftifica- 
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Ju'ftification of their Meafuresf, an^ that the R*. 
fponfibility of the Pjrince Regent himfelf amounted 
to nothing, His Royal Highnefs being invefted 
wi th fo many peribnal Privileges that far Offences, 
which would bring an inferior Subject to the Blocks 
the Law had provided no Punifliment. I then pro- 
ceeded to enquire whether it was conducive. Co the; 
Public Good to grant POWER without RE- 
SPONSIBILITY to the reputed Favorites of the 
Regent Elefo And apidft a great Variety 0$ 
Other Matter, I noticed the jabjed Flattery of the 
Form of Prayer appointed for the fieftoration of 
his Majefty to the uie of Reafon. I dmie^r 
that he fuffered for our Sins — I contended that he i* 
4eftitute, totally deftitute of every Requifite to be 
a PROPITIATION for our Offences, 

It is a natural Conclufion^my LoFd> that power- 
ful Hoftilities* commenced on the Appearanqe of 
my Pamphlet. One Man attacked my political 
Opinions-, another my religious Tenets j and a 
Third attempted to prove that Mr. Pitt wifhed tO; 
ehflaye his country*, and that he employed^Alfred 
to fupport and accelerate his DeSgns +.. Thefe 
Men were all to be anfwered. One according to 
Ms Wifdom i and another accprding.^ bis Folly. . 

E 'ihad' 

' * See this argument at Length in Alfred, 
f Entitled, JlfrtdUnmafrfd. 
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I had an additional Motive for publishing the 
Apology. The Gentlemen who condudt the 
Monthly Review— a periodical* Publication of great 
Utility and Merit,— -were pleafed, among other In- 
civilities, to give it to the World as their Opinion 
that ALFRED was written with a View to abufe 
the Sovereign; I denied the Charge, and publicly 
called on them to reconfider the Judgment they 
had patted on the Pamphlet, and to do me Juftice. 
They have done me Juftice, my Lord. In the Re- 
view for Oftober— with a greatnefs and Liberality 
of Spirit infeparable from real Wifdom and 
Learning — they have cjedared my Chara&er ftand$ 
UNIMPEACHED, and after paffing a Compli- 
ment, to which were I entitled, I fliould rank myfelf 
among the nKrfTlbTtunatc of Men, they exprefs a 
generous wifh that I may find a happy Deliverance 
from my prefent Embarraflments. 

No Part of the learned Gentleman's profeflional 
Characters give me any Encouragement to hope 
for fimilar Dignity of Conduft in him. But as 
he had taken the Liberty to declare, under the pro- 
tection of the Court, that I am a Libeller by pro- 
feflion, and PERJURED, I deemed it proper to 
give hitii the LIE, out tftbe Proteflion of the Court % 
and to defy torn, in the Face of World, to name 

the 
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the Primer, Publifhe/, or Bookfelkr, who hfts eve* 
Printed, Publilhed, or Sold— or refiifed to print* 
publilh, or fell any Pamphlet written by me* 
which I have not noticed in my Apology* To 
redeem, in feme meafure, his Chara&er from Dis- 
grace, the learned Gentleman has now declared ill 
Court thit proper Notice would be taken of ft 
PRIVATE MESSAGE- Curious Subterfuge \ 
It is far from my defire to imbrue my Hands in 
Blood. I have no wifh to fight him or any man, 
when the Difpute can be fettled by an Appeal to' 
FACTS. But with Refpeft to my being PER- 
JURED, by fwearing that I ftm NOT the Author 
ofNemefis, I conceive myfelf juftified in making 
an Appeal to Heaven whenever the learned 
Gentleman pleafes. J 

Their Lordlhips mttft perceive that the Attempt 
to FRIGHTEN the learned Counfel from his Duty, 
was fimply an exercife of Private Right, a Vindication 
of Perfonal Integrity and Honor, and which no 
Man but the learned Gentleman would convert into 
« Crime: He complains of its being an Attack on 

the 

t In Juftice to the prij&nceattd Dlfcretioti of Mr Erflfine^ 
it muft not be omitted t^jge fifft prevailed on the Court 
to fend me to Prifoo and to make me give Securities for 
keeping the Peace, and then he boafled of what he would 
do wtrc he to reotive a private Meffagc ! ! I 
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the Privileges of a Counfel. I defirc to be told 
in what the Privileges of a Counfel confift ? The 
learned Advocate reprefents his Client ; but a 
Clierft cannot transfer to his Advocate more Power 
than is inherent in himfelf. And, therefore, if it 
be lawful for the learned Counfel, as Plaintiff, to 
jufe fuch Words as WRETCH, RUFFIAN* 
VERMIN, &c. it is equally lawful for me, as De- 
fendant, to adopt a fifnrlar Diftion. But, my 
Lord, I have a Reverence for this Court, a regard 
for perfonal Dignity, which forbid me to defcend 
to fuch vulgar Epithets. The Language of my 
Apology, I grant* is warm, perhaps, vehement * 
for when Sentiments flow, from the Heart, the J 
naturally partake of the warmth and Animation of 
their Source. But I have not difgraced my page 
with loW Allufions, or fcurrilous Invedlive. Even 
when compelled by the Intemperance of the learned 
Gentleman, to commmunicate an Opinion that 
admits but one fatal Alternative, I ftudioufly avoid- 
ed ABUSE. My Words are, Mr. Erfkine, either 
found the Affcrtion (meaning my being a LI- 
BELLER by Profeflion) in his Brief, or he did not. 
If he found it in his Brief, he has my authority 
to give the LIE to the Man who put it there. If 
the Aflertion arofc from the Suggeftion of his 

owa 
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own mind, he may take the Complement to him* 
felf, and do what he pleafes with it. 

Further. If fuch be the Priveleges of Speech 
at the Bar of this Court, I claim fuperior Privelege* 
when pleading before the PEOPLE of ENG- ^ 
LAND, in whofe tranfeendent Authority the 
Powers of this Court originate*. Before the auguft 
Af&mbly of the PEOPLE, at the fupreme Tribunal 
dfthe Land, to which a final appeal muft be made 
in \very Convulfioq, of the State, I pleaded the 
Caufetrf FREEDOM and the PROTESTANT 
FAITH. But I did not defcehd to low and 
illiberal Inve&ive. I was mindful of the Refpe<5fc 
due to the PUBLIC. I fought for Argument 
and not Abufe. And I believed that even in the 
Prefence of the fubordinate Majefty of this Court, 
ft was neceflary to preferve proper Decorum of 
Expreffion. But the leained Couhfel has this Day 
convinced me, that fuch odious Vulgarifms a* 
would gi*e Offence in a jParifh Veftrymay be ufed 
before your Lordfhips with Impunity. I do not 
take upon me to affirm that this Indulgence is 
extended to all the Gentlemen at the Bar. I am 
9 Stranger, and incompetent to fpeak ©a .the Sub- 

* Power's MEDIATELY derived from the People . 
Jefigned a* ao Aofwer to Mr, Erfkinc's concluding Speech. 
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je£t Pei hap* the Counfel for the . Profecutidn 
is a Favorite. Or it may be true what is currently 
reported, that feme People ftand in AWE of the 
learned Gentleman and of thofe who employ him. 
But I ftand in no Awe of the learned Gentleman, 
nor of thofe who fear him, nor of them who 
employ him. 

I mud alfo folicit the indulgence of the Court 
whilft I notice the very extraordinary Reply given 
by the learned Counfel to the heavy Imputation 
on his Honor in Alfred's Apology. I treat it faid 
he, with Contempt. To treat anonymous Calumny 
with Contempt is the Duty and Prerogative of 
Innocence, But neither the Laws of God nor 
Man permit us to pafs in filence an authenticated 
Charge of Injustice and Deceit. The Phrafe — / 
treat with Contempt— h in frequent ufe among the 
Profligate and Abandoned.; they oppofe it to Argu- 
ment and Fad ; they fly to it as an Afylum from 
the Abhorrence of mankind, and hope* by making 
no Defence the World will give them Credit for the 
fincerity of their Contempt. But alas t Confciencc 
will (till do its Office. If a Gentleman be pub- 
licly Ported, as a COWARD and a. LIAR,. 
\sfi called oo to defend his Character and Con- 
duct on a^.y Ground he pleafes, of Law, of 

Equity, 
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Equicy, or of Honor, he muft.fEEL beyond the 
Powers of Language to defcnbe. He may indeed 
poflefs the Effrontery to boaft of his Contempt 
for his Adverfary, but the Torments of his Heart 
will contradift the Language ©f his Lips. 

The learned Gentleman appears to be blinded by 
Pafiion or devoid of Reafon. I have repeatedly 
told him that a fmail Part only of the Apology has 
been allotted to him, but he periifts in the De- 
claration, even with the Book in his hand, that I 
have employed 147 Pages on himfelf alone, thus 
palpably adding. 100 Pages to my Book, as well 
as an Hundred FaUhoods to my Offence. 



Of the MOTIVES for Publiflnng 
NEMESIS. 

"C^ROM a Defence of my Condud toward the 
A Court and the Courifel, I proceed, my Lord, 
to the MOTIVES which induced me to publiQi 
Nemefis. 

The learned Counfel for the Profecution obfervtd 
in opening the Caufc, that fome Men publifh 

libels 
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Libels in Confeqijence of private Difputes, but the 
•S WRETCH" feid he, now before the Court, 
has no fuch Plea to offer. I proteft, my Lords, 
1 feel the higheft obligation to the learned Gen- 
tleman for a Charge at once fo difgraceful and yet 
fo honorable. Private wrongs are to be redrefled 
by the public Mag£ftrate. We are forbidden in a- 
Civil as well as in a Religious Senfe to avenge 
eurfelves. And this Rule of Conduit is founded 
m the beft principles of Equity and Wifdom; 
for were it lawful to retaliate Injuries in the* 
exorbitant Meafure which Paflion di&ates Or 
Self Efteem prefcribe, the World would exhibit 
one continued Scene of Diforder and Violence. 
The Plea, therefore* is extremely difgraceful in i; 
Barrifter, as poffeffing a direft Tendency to place 
the executive Power in the Hands 6£ Individual! 
and to render the Authority of a. Court of Law 
nugatory and abfurd. 

And yet, my Lord, were the Plea of private In- 
jury admiffible as a Juftification of violated Laws, l- 
might urge it with infinite Propriety and EfFedU. 
for Mr. Lowten, the Gentleman on my left HaQ<U, 
C*lerk at Nifi Prius, Solicitor for the Profecution>; 
and Solicitor Eledt to the Regent's Board of 
^reafury, did, in diredl Violation of griyate Right; 

and 
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iiiid public Juftice, detain or caufe to be detained, 
And to the utmoft of his Power fupprefs or caufe 
to be fupprefled, dertain Pamphlets, my Property, 
to the Amount of One Hundred and Twenty Five 
Pounds \ and, is I Verity believe, at the Instigation 
of his Client, " Her Royal Highnef* the Princefs of 
Wales," is the Lady i§ ftiled by the kingdom in 
general, or Maria, alias Mary Anne Fitzherbert, 
a$ (he is named in Court. And, therefore, if the 
Opinions df the learned Counfel had the Force of 
Law, I (hould join tflue on this Plea and claim my 
Difcharge. I feel, indeed, and refpe& my Obliga- 
tion to the learned Gentleman for the honorable 
Teftimony he has giVen to the turity of my Views 
aiid my difinterefted Motives of Publication, For my 
Accufer admits that I Hand before your Lordfhips 
on PUBLIC GROUND. He admits that I have 
neither fabricated Falfhood nor publiftied TRUTH 
for the infidious Purpofes of private Refentment. 
He acquits me of Malice and Revenge— r thofe dark 
and dreadful Palfions which croud the World with 
Sorrows and with Crimes — and leaves it to your 
Lordfliips to determine whether . my . PUBLIC 
OBJECT was the Prefervation of my Country, or 
its Ruin. The learned Gentleman indeed denies 
the P^triotifm of my Views •, but as he pofleflrs no 

F Power 
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t'other to Penetrate my Breaft, I appeal from in- 
terefted P'i&ion to the Truth and Analogy of Fafts. 

And it is Proper to obferve, in the fir ft Place* 
that I never conceived the Profecutrix to be of 
fuch Importance in PRIVATE Life, that a Detail 
of her Attachments would either Benefit or amufe 
the World. An Idea never exifted in my Mind 
that the Amours of an Englifh Commoner, or the 
Intrigues of a French Count could have any In- 
fluence on the political Interefts of my Country* 
But, my Lord, the Pamphlet, whence the Libel has 
been extracted, contains Matter of infinite Moment 
to the Exiftence of FREEDOM and the PRO- 
TESTANT FAITH, It ftates tharthe Lady is 
a Papift— that a Fund is eftablifhed to profelyte the 
Poor— *that a Syftem is formed to extend the 
Influence of Popery to the Senate and even to the 
THRONE— and that his Royal Highnefs George 
Prince of Wales, as far as the Laws of GOD— of 
CONSCIENCE-and the CATHOLIC FAITH 
■'—have any obligations ott Manias far as CE- 
REMONY and CONSUMMATION conftitute 
Marriage is her HUSBAND ; the Hulband of that 
Lady, who complains—, Heigh Ho !-^that 1 
have broken the King's PEACE! 

In the fecond Place, it is proper to advert to the 
Period of Publication. His Majefty was deprived 

of 
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of Reafpn: A new Magiftrate was to be appointed 
as Locum fenens. To this important Truft, 
Parliament elefted his Royal Highnefs the Prince 
of Wales. But by an A& of William and Mary t 
neither a Chief Magiftrate, nor a Regent can be 
legally Married to a Papift. If either prefume 
to Violate this Law, the " good People of the Realm 
are abfolved of their Allegiance" 

I am not entering into a Defence of this Law, 
The Time is rapidly advancing when a Defence 
of Chriftianity itfelf will appear ridiculous, and 
perhaps hazardous. But,, my Lord, though the 

• pure Do&rines of the Bible, which are guarded by ' 

• that Aft, be no longer in. Eftimation, furely fome 
Reverence is due to the Authority of Parliament, 
By my Oath of Allegiance I am bound to the 
Obfervance of the Laws ; I am bound to aid and 
affift the Magiftrate in enforcing the Obedience 
of Others. I was, therefore, difcharging the Duties 
of a good Citizen when I apprized the Public 
of the Violence offered to this A£t of pur An- 
ceftors. The learned Gentleman will not re- 
proach me with giving credit to idle and unfound- 
ed Rumors, for ALL EUROPE knew the 
Lady was a Papift, and ALL EUROPE believed 
her married to the REGENT Eleft. 

In 
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Ii) this enlightened age, it has happilybeen dip- 
covered that the BIBLE, held in Reverence by ADt 
DISON and LOCKE, by NEWTON and BA. 
CQN, is a (illy Book and grounded on Fiftion. I 
am, therefore, fenfible, my Lord, I (hall derive no 
Credit from the Confeffion that I honor its facre4 
Po&rines and conceive them worthy my Faith and 
Pra&ice. I do not poflefs Strength of Jntellefl: fuifi- 
cienjt to raife me above the Prejudices of the igno- 
tant men whom I have named, I hope your Lord? 
fliip will in Tendernefs forgive me. My Education 
and my Vows do alfo plead powerfully in my Behalf. 
Add to thefe, my Lord, * deep CONVICTION 
t hat Popery is hoftile to religious Truth and un« 
friendly to the civil Interefts of Mankind. What- 
ever its artful Advocates may advance in its De? 
fence, I am fatisfied, and pledge my Honor to 
demonstrate, that POPERY is ETERNALLY 
the SAME— By a Neceflity of Nature it is IM- 
MUTABLE. And however gentle and pacific 
its prefent Appearanpes, Popery ought to be con- 
fidered as a MONSTER in CHAINS. I grant 
that Englifli Catholics have Permijfion to abjure 
the civil JuriCdidion of the Pope, but I affirm 
on authority that no Man of Information will con- 
trovert, 
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trovert, that the DEITY himfelf has not an 
equal Jurifdi&ion with the POPE in Reference 
to DOCTRINE \ for it is not the Word of God 
which they profefs to believe, but the DiRumoi 
his Holinefs,* or the Decrees of a Council. And 
by one of the many infernal Decrees, Papifts in 
all Parts of the Globe are folemnly enjoyned 
to anathematize—in Body and Spirit — every 
Diflenter from the Church of Rome. With all 
the boafted Liberality of the Times, this inhuman 
Ceremony is now performed J by the Pope him- 
felf; attended with fo fhocking a Detail of Curfes 
— fuch Bitternefs and Barbarity of Denunciation — 
that all the Epithets of Malevolence are exhaufted 
and the " accurjed Infidels" are configned to the 
Horrors of ETERNAL DAMNATION ! 

I have therefore the Authority of Conference and 
Reafon to fupport me in this folcmn aflertion, that 
in publifliing NEMESIS, I aded perfectly con- 
fiftent with the Duties of a good Citizen ancl a 
PROTESTANT Mirtifter. 

But in Anfwer to all this it may be contended, 
that in a Age of Letters and liberal Enquiry 

Profelytet 

f For Arguments iq Support of this Pofiiion, I refer 
the Reader to Alfred to the Bi op of Lo ndon. 
\ Annually. 
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Profelytes to Popery will be few. I am ready to 
admit, my Lord, that the higher Ranks of the 
Community will not become Converts to Popery 
—till it be their INTEREST, But the lower 
Orders are NOW expofed by their IGNORANCE 
and POVERTY to the Infidious Arts of the 
Catholic Priefthood as much as at any Period of 
the World. And here is the Danger. If they 
continue their Exertions with the fame Vigor and 
Succefs as irt the laft twenty Years, a vaft Majority 
of the POO& in the Metropolis, and of the PEA- 
SANTRY throughout the Kingdom will be under 
thfeir abfolute Controul. And wha<t will be the 
Confequence ? Refufe them any Indulgence they 
may think proper to claim, and the Maflacres and 
Martyrdoms of former Times will be renewed. 



Of the MANNER in which NEMESIS 
was PUBLISHED. 

FROM the MOTIVES of Publication, I pro- 
ceed to the MODE. An8 I hope I fhall be 
forgiven, my Lord, if I notice, with fome Pegree 
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of feverity, the bafe and unpardonable Iriliriuaticm 
of the Counfel for the Profecution. " Though the 
" Defendant has SWORN that he is NOT the 
•• Author of NEMESIS, I believe it WAS 
written by him.** Gracious Heaven ! am I fpeak-i 
ing in a Land of Freedom ! Is it lawful, is it de- 
cent to fine and imprifon an Englilhman for pub* 
lifting a FACT, when a Counfel may, with Im- 
punity, utter fo foul a FALSHOOD ? My Lord, 
if I perifli for my Temerity, I will declare in thd 
Face of the World that the learned Gentleman has 
neither the HONOR nor the SPIRIT to repeat 
the Charge out of the Walls of this Court. And I 
beg leave to remind him of the celebrated Apo* 
thegm of a Grecian Sage — no Man readily fufpedts 
another of Perjury till PERJURED himfelf. 

The learned Counfel accufes me of proftituting 
my facred Profeffipn, by annexing an Affidavit 
to the Pamphlet before the Court. Be pleafed, 
my Lord, to weigh this Charge in the Balance of 
Reafon, and it will be found, like his other decla- 
matory Arguments, lighter than Vanity. In the 
firft place, it Ua Duty we owe the Public to ftate 
the Grounds on which we affirm a Propoficion to 
be TRUE or FALSE. Humin Evidence r s * 
multiform and various \ and Mankind regulate 

their 
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their Affent tb a Rumor by the Sum of the Proba- 
bilities adduced in its Support. When a Man of 
Integrity relates an Event from his own perfonal 
and immediate Kno.wlege, we give implicit Credit 
to the .Narrative without demanding any further 
Demonftration. But if he inform us that he 
fpeaks from Rumor only, we fufpend Affent till 
the Fa£t is eftablilhed by indifputable Evidence. 

In the fecond Place we are to confider the Alter.* 
native to which an Author is reduced, who pub- 
lifties an Anecdote on his own Teftimony of the 
Fa£t. If the Report be groundlefs, he is juftly 
branded with Infamy as the Publisher of Calumny 
and Falfhood. 

And hence my Juftification. A Senfe of Duty 
to the Public, and a Regard for perfonal Reputation 
induced me to inform the World that — / was not 
the Author of Neme/is — and yet that I UUevti tb e 
Contents to befiriSly. true. The firft Pofition was 
necefiary as a Security, for my Honor in the Event 
q{ its being a groundlefiT Afperfion. The fecond was 
intended to apprize the Public that the Imputation* 
on the illuftrious Lady was fo far corroborated 
by concurrent Teftimony, that I could with 
fafety make an Appeal to the Heaft-Tearching 

God, 
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God, that I BELIEVED the Contents to he 
founded on FACT, and too important to be con* 
tceafed. fronj Public View. 



OF a Grofs Fallhood advanced by the 
Counfel for the Profecution. 

B' i UT, if fudh be the Conftitution of the human 
I Mind that an HONEST Man feldom fat 
ftSt* another of PER JURlf, the learned Gentle* 
min mud be confeious ot ^eep Depravity indeed, 
G when 

* Nothing can exceed the Duplicity and Meatinefi or the 
PARTIES taterefted in thi* Affair, From the Arts, 
adopted to fnpprcfs my firft Pamphlet, I was convinced I 
had to deal wkh Men defHtute of Honor and tnoral Prf*. 
ciple, and that the trtmoft Caption wa* acqef&ry to guard 
xne from (heir Snares. Thcj have made frqqnent Atteotyys 
hut in all they have been foiled. WhiJe Nemefis wa$,at 
Prcfs, two Gentlemen accofted me at the Printing Qf&cp 
to the Purport fpllowpg. Pray, Sir, would the Editor 
of Neaefi* accept a hindfome Sum for the Supprctfion ? 

No. 
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wHcn he prefumepl to charge me with making an 
Overture to " recant my Aflertioris.* But the 
Charge is FALSE. The learned Gentleman will 
confider the Language as emphatically pointed to 
his heart— the Charge is FALSE* 

My Lords, as Honor is infinitely <tear$r than 
Life, I mod humbly and earneftly entreat your 
Lordfhips to remand me to Prifon, that the learned 
Counfel may have all the Time he can defire to 
fubftantiate the Charge. And I earneftly call on 
the Gentleman himfelf— in the Prefciice of Heaven 

and 

No, fatd I, I an confident he would not. But' if an 

Overture of that kind were made by the Lady feerfctf 

would he not? NO. fiat we wifh to be informed if h* would 

make an ungenerous Ufe of the Overture and difclofe it 

to the World ? That would depend, in a great Meafure, 

tfn the Nature of the Overture. If the feelings of 

the Lady prompt her to a Step of that fort, I imagine 

-ALFRED would treat her with all the Poli tends confiftent 

with his Duty to the PUBLIC CAUSE— but no Power 

t>n Earth will prevail on him t* fupprefs the Publication 

The Gentlemen knew, from my drefs and' Behaviour, 

to whom thty were fpeakiog, and bad I ufed a /Ingle 

Phraze fufceptible of a double Interpretation, the H«nor- 

able Mr. Erflrine would have brought them into Court 

to SWEAR, that I made Overture* to fupprefs thePam- 

jfokt. 
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and this honorable Court— to JOIN ISSUE on the 
Averment, and refcue his name from the Infamy 
t)f premeditated Fal/hood. 

I paufe, my Lord, for the learned Gentleman's 
Reply— But he Is filent-h« PRUDENTLY de- 
clines that juftification of Chara&er which MEN of 
HONOR prefer to every Confiderarion on fiarth. 
But let it be affumed in Argument that I really 
ipade an Attempt to flay Proceedings— and what 
is the Conclufion — that I was influenced either by 
LOVE of JUSTICE, or DREAD of.PUNISH- 
MENT, If the learped Gentleman' admit the 
former Part of the Conclufion, he pronounces an 
Eulogium on my Heart that Would do honor to 
an Angel. What ardent Concern for the Interefts 
of Truth and Virtue — what ftrong Attachment to 
Juftice — how prompt an Effufion of Beneficence, 
Generofity and Social Affe&ioq, muft that Man ex- 
perience who voluntarily abjures an Error, or re- 
ira&s a FaUhood 1 

But if the learned Counfel contend that I was 
influenced by Dread of Punilhment, I reft my 
Defence on the high Authority of the Redeemer— 
' Jgree with thine Adverfary quickly wbilft thou art in 
the Way with him, left he deliver thee to the Judge* 
and the Judge caft thee into Prifen* 

My 
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My Heart informs me that my Love of Juftke 
i$ complete. And I have been long apprized of 
the Confequences of Crown Office Profecutions. 
But wich this Reftitude of Principle, and with 
this Expe&ation of Fine and Imprifonnient, I made 
no Effort to intercept the Vengeance* of the Laws. 
CONSCIENCE interpofed its Authority and re* 
, jefted all Ideas of Conceffion. 

The Overture, in Fa&, originated with the 
Solicitor for the Profecution*. By the Medium . 
of fome common Friends was I informed, tKat 
the L$idy would ftay Proceedings if I would con* 
fent to make an Apology, I wrote to # the Lady 
$nd to her Solicitor to acquaint them that 
ALFREDS APOLOGY was in the PRESS 
and would be publifhed in a few Days. 

Now, my Lord, be pleafed to notice the Con* 
(iu<5t — were it not for my Refpe& for the Court, 
I would term it—the INFAMOUS Conduft of 
the Counfel for the Prbfecution. He firft re- 
proaches me with recanting, and then exhibits J the 
Book containing my Recantation, as a more au- 
dacious Libel than Nemefis itfelf. Never was « 
Vi&ory more complete, nor a Triumph more 

glorious ! 

• Any Nobleman -or Gentjetnan defiroag of knowing 
f?*t ticulars may appiy to Mr. Cullum, Charing Croft, 
X Prcfents to tbr Courts 
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glorious ! This Moment hedefcribes me as an ab- 
jeft Supplicant, PERJURING myfelf for a Par- 
don ; and in the next he complains that my Peti- 
tion for that Pardon is infinitely more vehement 
and vindi&ive, more haughty and infulting than 
the Libel itfelf ! The Multitude of Mankind, 
who are not fo intimately acquainted with the 
VIRTUES of the learned Counfel as I am, will 
imagine it to be his I mere ft to betray the Caufe ' 
which he appears to defend. For my Part, \ 
judge more favorably of his HEART th*n the 
pod indulgent Charity will permit me to do of 
his HEAD 5 and ftiould ever my Honor be called 
in queftion ip a Court of Law, 1 requeft, as a 
particular Favor, that the learned Gentleman will 
be my Opponent. 

I indulge the Hope, ,my Lords, that you are 
already fatisfied that the Charge is no lefs ground - 
lefs than abfurd. But I feel it my Duty to notice 
rthe difingenuous Manner in which the learned 
Counfel garbles the Hiftory of this imaginary 
Overture. After the Publication of Alfred's 
Apology, I was again informed that the PARTY 
wiflied to confign the Affair to Oblivion— that the ' 
Lady defired Nothing more than a decent Pretext 
for dropping the Profccution— that it would be 

confidered 
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confidcred as an Indulgence to her Feelings, if I 
would publicly declare that I was not the Author 
of Nemefis, nor acquainted with its Author. To 
which I anfwered — My Oppofnion to the Lady 
is of a Public Nature— His Majefty is recovered, 
and the Caufe of Oppofition is, for theprefent, at an . 
End— If a public Declaration from me that I am 
NOT the AUTHOR of Nemefis will afford any 
Eafe or Happinefs to the Lady, I will cheerfully 
comply with her Requeft, becaufe Such a Declaration 
mil only corroborate my former Affidavit. 

And if the Lady will derive any fatisfa&iqn from 
an Avowal of my Ignorance of the Author, I will 
as readHy oblige her in that alfo, becaufe 

It will afford very jtrong collateral Evidence of the 
dijinterejled Motives of Publication and confyrm this 
fotemh truth, that 1 have never received, direSly nor 
indirectly, any Promife or Pledge of Indemnification 
from its Author. ' 

I then wrote a Letter to the above Purport and 
lent it to R. Belt* Efquire, my Clerk in Court, who 
communicated the Contents to Mr, Lowten, the 
Lady's Solicitor, and then returned it to Mr. Nay lor, 
my Attorney, Newport Street. Some Demur arofc 
•and the Negotiation ended, 

Such is the Hiftory of the Overture. And as 

the 
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the learned Counfel once judicioufiy obferved* that 
f< BASE mult be the Mind which is not affedted 
by public Opinion/ 1 I hope he will now vindicate 
his Claim to the SENSIBILITIES of a GENTLE. 
MAN ; and if he be not prepared with immediate 
Proof to fuftain the weighty Imputation on my 
Honor, let him fecond my Requeft to your Lord- 
Ihips that I may (land committed till the" lad Day 
°f Term. The Alternative is painful ; the learned 
.Gentleman or Myfelf muft be deemed INFA- 
MOUS for ever. But, my Lord, the learned 
Gentleman is filent — filent as the Grave ; nor do I 
expe<£t to hear any more of the Affair, but in abu- 
five Paragraphs in the Public Papers, for which — 
I fpeak on Authority — his illuffrious Client pays 
many Hundreds per Annum. 

Mifcellaneous Animadverfion. 

cJoojocSocgocJD c$x&c$3c$3cgoogoc59 

*T*HUS, my Lord, I have confuted every Charge 

"** brought by the learned Counfel that affe&s 

my Honor. My fubfequent Remarks are more 

* Trial— Loughborough verfus Walter. 
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. defultory, in Point of Arrangement ; for as I arh 
compelled to follow the learned Gentleman in his 
own Traft of Rhapfody, I muft fof&r refemble him 
as to reafon without Order and to reply without 
Coherence. 

LORD MANSFIELD. The learned Counfel 

complains that in Alfred's Apology I have joined 

, the Name of' Mansfield " a noble. and upright Judge\* 

' to that of JefFeries who " betrayed the public Caufe'* 

ft is Angular my Lord, that this Chara6ler of Lord 

" ( Chief Juftice Jefferies fhould, on my Part, be a 

" Plea of Justification, and on the Part of the learned 

Counfel a ground of Complaint* 

Of the difcriminative Excellencies of .Judge 
JefFeries, 'Hiftorians are filent. But as I ,am not 
fond of libelling the Dead, I will 'candidly allow 
him, in ^ common with Lord Mansfield, a happy 
Memory and a penetrating Judgment, great Vari- 
ety and Vigor of Sentiment with a graceful Elo- 
cution ; and yet I coincide in* Opinion "with the 
learned Counfel, that he betrayed the public Caufe* 
for he was an Enemy to the FREEDOM of the 
PRESS. Like Lord Mansfield, he might once 
enjoy a Supremacy of Reputation as an Arbiter 
-of Civil Pleas; but his Laurel'was deciduous * 
he was an Enemy to the FREEDOM of the 

PRESS. 
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PRESS. The Integrity of Lord Mansfield, as * 
Judge of commercial Con trover fics, is univerfally 
admitted ; and the Difpatch with which he adjufted 
the moil complicated Qaufes is univerfally admired. 
And yet the Giand Juries of England— the Coun- 
ties of York and Middlefcx-r-tfre City, of Lon- 
don—ill one Word, the PEOPLE,; have carried 
Complants to the Throne itfelf of Juries deprived 
of conftitutional Powers, and of attacks on the 
FREEDOM of the PRESS fo ferious and alarming 
as to ha^no Parallel on this Side the Revolution/ 

The learned Counfel then goes^on to exprefs hi* 
Satisfaction, that he is libelled in fuch honorable 
Company as Lord Chief Juftice Mansfield. But 
I entreat the learned Gentleman to rcprefs his 
Vanity. I know he is fond of forming a COALI- 
TION with any Man, who can advance his In- 
terefts ahd gratify his Ambition ; but it never was 
my intention to elevate the learned Gentleman to 
the Dignity of a Mansfield. Both in Candor and 
in Juftice, I can allow the noble Peer to be as able 
arid upright a Judge as Lord Chief Juftice 
Jcfferies ; but neither in Candor nor Juftice, can 
I grant the learned Gentleman the ABILITIES 
and CONSISTENCY of Either. 

Lord Mansfield embraced his Do&rines , of the 
Prefs from PRINCIPLE. In early Life, he 

H drank 
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drank the Health of a certain unhappy Prince on 
his bare Knees, and poured out the moft ardent 
Prayers for his Succefs, and in the whole Tenor 
of his fubfequent Life— * whenever FREEDOM 
was in Queftion— he difplayed a UNIFORM 
and CONSISTENT Attachment to thofe Opinions 
which had a Tendency to reftore that Prince to 
Happinefs and to eftablifhed his Throne for Ever. 
To the Praife of Confiftency, therefore, his Lord- 
Ihipisjuftly entitled. 

It is indeed, Confiftency in ERROR : it fullies 
his Glory as a Judge, and renders him extremely 
unpopular. But his Lordfhip is not CON TEMP- 
BLE. We may HATE him but we cannot 
DESPISE him. It is only when *-Man degrades 
himfelf by Verfatility of Sentiment— a Whig to 
Day and 'a Tory to Morrow — one Hour a Cham- 
pion for Freedom and the next an Advocate for 
Slavery— that we combine CONTEMPT with 
Infamy, 

It would, therefore, be unpardonable Injuftice 
to aggrandize the declamatory Talents of Mr. 
Erlkine by ranking them with the folid Eloquence 
and conffiftent Principles of the late Chief Juftice 
of the King's Bench. It would be an Infult to the 
noble Lord that even his Offences .againft the 

LIBERTIES 
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LIBERTES of the PEOPLE— great as they 
ar — would be infufficient to juftify. I am not 
accuftomed to advance Afiertions without Evi- 
dence. I appeal to the Trial of the Dean of St. 
Afaph. The Principles andCopduft of the learned 
Counfel were then as oppofite to his prefcnt Prin- 
ciples and Cbndu6l as Light and Darknefs, as 
Glory and Difgrace. I allude, my Lord, to Prin- 
ciples of LAW. As to MORAL Principle, or 
that hidden Spring of Action which controuls all 
fubordinate Movements, the learned Gentleman is 
perfedtly confident. I do not mean to reproach 
him with deferting his SELF Efteem or hi^ 
PERSONAL INTERESTS. In that Part of 
his Chara&er, he is of equal Dignity with Lord 
Mansfield— himfelf— ^*r nobile Fratrum. 

Were the learned Counfel an Objedt of fufficient 
Confequence to invite my Refentments, I would 
maWhis Infamy immortal, by contrafting him 
with— HIMSELF. On the Trial of the Dean of 
St. Afaph, with the aflumed fincerity of Patriot, 
he contended that TRUTH is NOT a LIBEL. 
And with all the Solemnity of the profoundeft 
Hypocrite, with his Hand on his Breaft, he appealed 
to Heaven that Truth IS NOT— that Truth CAN- 
NOT be a LIBEL, and " therefore, Gentlemen 
" ' of 
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of the Jury, the Defendant muft be acquitted noiti 
Honor! ! The learned Gentleman was then declaim- 
ing under the Impulfe of a FEE of no common 
Magnitude. 

On the prefent Occafion, his INTEREST is to 
oppofe his HONOR. And he is now exerting 
himfelf to fend a Citizen to the Baftile for publilh- 
ing a TRUTH which all France will atteft, and 
no Man in England deny. 

Permit me to add, my Lord, that Profecutions 
in the CROWN OFFICE for Libels have been 
reprobated, not by PATRIOTS only, but by the 
learned Counfel himfelf. I refer to Loughborough 
vcrfus Walter. Gentlemen of the Jury, faid he, 
iry noble Client has brought his A&ion in the pre* 
fent Form from Motives of JUSTICE and 
HONOR. The Defendant is at Liberty to 
JUSTIFY his W.rds, and my noble Client haf 
an Opportunity to wipe off the Afpcrfion on his 
HONOR. 

But the learned Counfel now prefers 'a Procefs 
by IndiShnent, which tacitly admits, on his own 
Syftem of reafoning, the GUILT of the Plaintiff 
? nd the INNOCENCE of the Defendant. Could 
the tnoft malignant ingenuity have devifed a 
ftrengtr J-IBEL on the illuftrious Lady, than 

the 
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the Procefe adopted by her Counfel ! What Ideal 
will the Courts of Europe hereafter conceive of a 
QUEEN, who being publicly pronounced a 
WHORE, confirms the Fa£t by the Mode of re* 
futing it! 

But what will Europe think of the PEOPLE 
of ENGLAND in general, and of the CITY of 
LONDON in particular for fuffering fo degrading 
a Stigma on the national Chara&er ! Are France 
and America to enjoy Freedom, ahd England to 
be enflaved ? I indulge the Hope, my Lord, that 
the Time is approaching when England alfo will 
aflcrt the Rights of TRUTH and JUSTICE, 
and no longer permit her Citizens to be immured 
in Prifons for the publifhing important FACTS. 

« TRAP TO CATCH VERMttl. The 
learned and accomplilhed Gentleman ha^ thought 
proper to apprize the Court that, " he does not 
keep-*-" at bis own Expcnce — a Trap to catch Ver- 
min" Your LordQiip will believe that I did not 
underftand this Phrafe, It is not the Language 
of a Gentleman. But on afking fome of the 
BLACKGUARDS in the King's Bench Prifon 
what it meant, they anfwered •• perhaps, Sir, yon 
have accufed our learned FRIEND of an Attempt 
to draw you over to the PARTY." I inftantly 

recolledcd 
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recdlcfted the TRAP that was fctt during the 
Royal Indifpofition. It was well" baited with 
REGENCY Toys and Sweetmeats and Sugar 
Plumbs. And you know, my Lord, that feveral 
RATS who apprehended " the eld Houfe wa% 
tumblimg over their Ears" fled to this celebrated 
Trap for Food and Prote&ion. I myfelf was 
offered — the learned Gentleman knows I was 
offered—a handfome. Slice of REGENCY BRIDE 
Cake to nibble, but f found it compofed of fuch 
dirty Ingredients that* I could not digeft it* Et 
bine ilia Lachrym*. But the learned Gentleman 
hopes, by Fines, Imprifonment, and Expences, to 
give me as good an Appetite as his own, that I may 
eat ANY THING that is fee before me, without 
afking any Queftions for Confcience Sake. 

But I am far from accufing the learned Gentle* 
mm of baiting the Trap at bis own Expence. Or* 
tenus, as far as Words can be of Service to the 
Caufe, he is a zealous and ufeful Partizan. .And 
if Weftminfter-Hall be infefted with Vermin I 
dare afiirm, my Lord, he will prove as expert a 
RAT Catcher as •*••*• himfelf. 

" RUFFIAN." The learned Gendeman com- 
plains that I libelled the Lady by "Jbahng my 
Head' while he was fpeaking, and that fuch 
Conduft becomes a Ruffian and nqt a Man. 

My 
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My Lord, I cheerfully fubmit the Propriety of 
my Condu£t to the Judgment of this Court and 
of the whole World. It is true I held down my^ 
Head that I might not be guilty of the Indecorurfi 
of laughing in the learned Gentleman's Face ; and 
it is equally true that I Ihook my Head, from 
mingled Sentiments of Pity and Contempt. I had 
urged, in my Addrefs to the Court, that the Lady 
is in Habits of tender Intimacy with the Prince of 
Wales, and is confequently, his MISTRESS or 
his WIFE. This Conclufion the learned Gentle-, 
men pronounces monjtrous, and equally applicable. 
to every Woman in the Xingdom — " who muft be 
the Mfirefs of the Prince of Wales* faid.be> if /be. be 
not his Wifer 

But the learned Counfel had not committed fa 
grofs a Solecifm, had he not been ignorant cf that 
Operation of the Mind by which we deduce un** 
known Propofitions from thofe which are evident 
or acknowledged. Wife and Miftrefs, with Refpe£& 
to the Prince of Wales, are remote Relations, and 
the juft Application of either Term can be dif- ' 
covered only by the ufe of inttrmediatt Ideas. Irv 
the prefent Inftance, the intermediate Idea is uni- 
verfally acknowledged— THEY HAVE SLEPT 
TOGETHER— ergo, the Lady is either h is 
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WIFE or His MISTRESS. Now when the 
learned Gentleman can prove that His Royal 
Highnefs has SLEPT with every Woman in the 
Kingdom, I will allow the Truth of the Concla- 
fion — every Woman in the Kingdom is either 
his WIFE or his WHORE. 

As to the other fagacious Conclufion, I mud be 
a RUFFIAN becaufe I am not a BLOCKHEAD 
— the learned Gentleman will do me the Honor 
to afk my Pardon-^r I (hall certainly vindicate the 
Rights of Nature and the Dignity of an Englilhmait 
—I cannot indeed con fide r him as a Gentleman** 
—I mull treat him as a " RUFFIAN" is ex- 
pe&cd to treat a RASCAL. * 

" THE INDICTMENT" The learned Coun- 
fcl has declared to the Court— with as much 
Solemnity as though he beleived what he faid— that 
the firft Indi&ment was quafhed becaufe the Grand 
Jury did not find all the Counts which are in the 
prefent Indiftmenr. But, my Lords, if you be net 
already convinced that the learned Gentleman is 
unhappily at Variance with Truth and Candor, I 
requeft your Lordljiips will compare the Indiftment 
on your Records with the Counts of the Indi&ment 

found 

• Bceauf* AlfiWY Apology has beck Publifhed Three 
litoQtbt, 

.;& 
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found by the Former Grand Jury, and if the Afler- 
tion of the learned Counfel be not totally falfe and 
^unfounded, I confent to be deemed infamous for 
ever. 

I paufe, my Lord, as ufual, to allow the learned 
Gentleman Time to reccolledt himfelf, arid to join 
Iflue on the contradi&ory Pofitions ; but, as ufual t 
the learned Gentleman is nlent. He is not fond 
of appealing to Fails. I am happy, however, to 
fee him decline his Head and blufh. They are 
Marks of a decent and liberal Contrition. 

The Fad is, my Lord, MARIA Fitzherbert w^s 

the Name which the offended Lady affumed in the 

prior Indidfcmenr ; and MARY ANN Fitzherbert 

in the prefent.* It is fomewhat extraordinary, 

I confefc, for a Lady to be ignorant of her own 

Name-, and perhaps, after all, the Error is not to 

be attributed to the fair Companion of the Prince 

of Wales. Mr. Lowten, Solicitor to His Royal 

Highnefs* has alfo a FITZHERBERT under his 

Protection. He is a Man of Gallantry and dif- 

pofed, perhaps, to vindicate her CHASTITY* 

The Ladies obvioufly differ in .Name, but in the 

Indi&ments they are both defcribed, and with equal 

Truth 

. * In Alfred's Apology, a Reafon is affigoed for this 
Charge. " 

t And to " ber RoyaJ Highnefc." 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 62 ) 

Truth and Jufticc good, " VIRTUOUS, and peace- 
able Sort of Women?* 

« HEIR TO THE THRONE." In Alfred's 
Apology, it is affirmed that MARIA alias MARY 
ANNE Fitzherbert is a Papift and married to 
His Royal Highnefs George Prince of Wales ; and. 
hence the learned Counfel reproaches me with this 
Conclufion— His Royal Highnefs is not HEIR 
TO THE THRONE OF THE&E REALMS, 
The Conclufion, my Lord, is either deducible 
from the Premifes, or it is not. If it be not de- 
ducible from the Premifes, the Reproach reverts 
to the learned Gentleman himfeif. / But if it be a 
fair and legitimate Inference, let him if he fl^r*— 
controvert the Validity of the Premifes— let ftin* 
bring an Adtion on the Plea Side of the Court 
for my declaring the Lady a Papift — let him, if he 
conceive it to be his Duty or his Intereft, let him 
profecute for a Ja&itation of Marriage with the 
Prince of Wales. I will rpeet him* 

But the Premifes are as true as the Exiftence" of 
the Deity ; and the Inference as incontrovertible. 
By this union with a PAPIST, th/A& of William 
and Mary is grofsly infultetfr~^Asdt as the Mar* 
riage was folemnized according to the Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Church of Rome, His Royal 

Highnefs 
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Highnefs— meaning his Royal Highnefs George! 
Prince of Wales—is fully and effe&ually RE- 
CONCILED to the Church of Rome. Bu t 
when it plqafes the fupreme Difpofer of the Un 1 - 
Verfe to call our prefent gracious Sovereign out of 
this tranfitory Life, I believe there will be but 
One Opinion in the Realm, concerning the Suc- 
ceffor. The Union will doubtlefs be lamented, and 
the People will DEMAND a SEPARATION v 
but I am perfuaded no. generous Mind will refift 
the hereditary Claims of his Royal Highnefs to the 
Throne. The Iadifcretion will be forgiven. 



C ON C L U S I o isL. 

* . 

PUNISHMENT, my Lord, ought to be mea- 
fured by the MOTIVES and CONSE- 
QUENCES of the FACT of which a Citizen is 
found guilty by a JURY of his Country. My 
MOTIVES were innocent ; though not honorable ; 
for I confefs, my Lord, it is more honorable to be 
an Infidel than a Believer; There was indeed a 
Time when the PROTESTANT FAITH was 
I 

10 
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^ in high Eftiroation, To defend it waj honorably 
and to oppofe it infamous. But this is now con- 
fidered as mere " WHINING and CANTING ; ,# 
as the learned Gentleman happily expreffts it- 
And there was a Time when the learned Gentleman 
himfelf could declaim ag2inft Popery as hoftile tQ 
Freedom and fubverfive of Religious Truth ^ but 
in Juftice to his Feelings,, it ought to be remem- 
bered, that he had two Hundred and Fifty Pound* 
for his Trouble. 

As to my POLITICAL Motives, they arc 
doubtlefs ftill more offenfive to the learned Geiv* 
tleman, as they are fo unfriendly to his ambition. 
But, my Lord* I hope it will not be cpqfiderejd &% ap 
unpardonable Offence, that I a&ed in concert with 
a vaft Majority of the People, and by ev$iy Effort 
in my Pbwer fupported the Caufe of a loyal and 
patriotic Minifter. 

If my Punilhment be eftimated by the CON* 
SEQUENCES of my Conduft, I humbly con- 
ceive, my Lord,. that the Expcnces already incur- 
red are more than fufficient to Expiate my Sin 

againft 

The SOVEREIGN 

AND AGAINST 

- The SUBJECT. 

Againft 
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Againft the Sovereign, becaufe a LIBEL is 
thus dcfkncdr-Sometbing that bos a YENDENCT 
ia a Breath of tbt Peace. It is thus defined by 
Lord Chjef Juftice Pratt— the Pride of Englilh- 
menand thebrighteft Luminary of the Law.— 
Kow I demand to know, my Lord, what Evidence 
baa beeo brought to the Bar in Proof of the Aver- 
ment on Record— it has BROKEN the KING'* 
PEACE. Has any ex Officio Information beta 
filed by the Attorney General? Has the Book 
been fubmitted to your Lordftiips on the volun- 
tary Suggeftion of a Grand Jury ? Has any Proof 
been adduced of Riots and Infurreftions among 
tjhe people? I admit the TENDENCY of the 
JJook to caufe a ftruggle for Liberty, if Heaven 
had not reftored his Majefty to the ufe of Reafon ; 
but I deny, that the King's Peace has been broken 
by me 9 however it may have been wounded by the 
Ladv. 

I have to add, my Lord, on this Topic that 
my. Offence againft the Sovereign ought to be 
termed a TRESPASS of IGNORANCE; And 
fo clear and convincing are the Arguments which 
Common Senfe fupplies on the Occafion, that \ 
defy the learned Gentleman to elude their Force 
by any Arts of Sophiftry, or Evafions of Laqg, 

Hr 
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He may anfwer, indeed— fuch is the DoftriM of 
Lord Chief Juftice JefFeries* and fuch the Praftictf 
of Lord Chief Juftice Mansfield ; but if the Au- 
thority of Names be an admiffible Subftitute fof 
REASON and the RIGHTS of MANKIND, 
it might be urged with irrefiftable Energy ia 
Defence of the POPE, of the INQUISITION, of 
LETTRES DE CACHET, of GENERAL 
WARRANTS, &c. 

This Plea being obviouily abfurd, I proceeds 
tny Lord, to enquire from what Source of Infor- 
mation a Citizen is to know that TRUTH is 
CRIMINAL, 

From GOD, the bleffed and adorable Author 
of our Exiftence ! I dare not affume the Idea even 
in Argument. The moral Principle implanted in 
the Breaft of his Rational Creation — the Language 
of the Sacred Writings, in which TRUTH ii 
moft beautifully defcribed as the Brigbtnefs of bis 
Glory— the Indu&ion of Philofophy ffom a Con- 
templation of his moral Attributes— all atteft that 
TRUTH and JEHOVAH are infeparable. 

From EDUCATION ! But are we not taught, 
from early Infancy, to reverence TRUTH and 
abhor FALSHOOD ! Are not our Tutors and 
^Preceptors perpetually inculcating Matfims of 
*- VERA- 
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VERACITY, and demonflxating its Importance 
in Time and Eternity ? 

From the LAW of the LAND ? I affirm/ my 
Lord, without Apology or Refcrve, that there is 
no Law on the Journals of Parliament which de- 
clares TRUTH to be a LIBEL. 

The mod upright of our Judges have nobly de- 
clared, that a Libel has its EiTence in FAL&- 
HOOD and not in TRUTH. Atif even the learned 
Gentleman himfelf— I blufli for his perfonal Fame 
and the Fame of his Profeffion_could once main* 
tian the fame rational Do&rine. 

I defire, therefore, my Lord, to put this Ques- 
tion to the Court with all the Solemnity it deferves 
.— How is a private Citizen to be apprized of a 
Law of which the journals of Parliament are filenr, 
and JUDGES and BARRISTERS ignorant ! ! * 

Under every Point of View in which th£ Subjedfc 
can be confidered^ I am INNOCENT. Aftd as 
in the Sight of the Deity, there is no moral 
Turpitude in a Trefpafs of Ignorance, I hope 
your Lordftiips will, imitate the Conduit of. tfce 
Supreme, and* acquit where it would be injuftice 
to condemn. 

♦ More than ignorant, for they deny its Exijlenc$. 
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r But even admitting TRUTH to be a LIB£L t 
I aver, on jhe Authority of Lord Camden, that 
ft Libel has merely a TENDENCY to a Violation 
of the Peace. It is a Caufe in POTENTIA, and 
before a Defendant can be MORALLY, LE- 
GALLY, or even RATIONALLY convi&ed 
as a CAUSE, it is incumbent on the learned 
Counfe! to prove an EFFECT*. But this has not 
been even attempted. 

But if a Citizen may be fined, imprifbned, and 
overwhelmed with Expence — may be deprived of 
focial and domeftic Happinefs, and be expofed to 
irreparable Lofs ui his private Affairs, for a&ing 
in Conformity to the Di&ates of Confcience and 
♦the Voice of Rcafoo, under the tacit Permiffion of 
the Laws, and the avowed Sentiments of Judges 
and Barrifters, what Ideas, my Lord, mutt ALL 
EUROPE entertain of the LIBERTIES of 
ENGLAND ? Is there not yet a Consummation 

mqjt 

* I am now fenfible that neither 'the Arguments nor 
the Eloquence cf an Angel, had Aich been my Counfe!, 
would avail in this $t*gi of the Bufinefs. I was unhap- 
pily advifed, on the TRIAL of the FACT, to make no 
Dcferxe. But this was abfurd, as I am now' convince^ 
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mofi devoutfy to be wifbed ? Will the Genius ot 
Albion for ever flumber ?* 

But the learned Counfel appears to reft his 
Charge on the Injury done to an INDIVIDUAL. 
On this Ground I meet him with additional 
Ardor and Satisfaction. 

I will not enlarge, my Lord, on the Opinion of 
die learned Gentleman that a Procefe by criminal 
Indiftment, for a private Libel, is no Juftification 
of Chara&er*in the Plaintiff. The Opinion is cer- 
tainly founded in Law and Reafon, and its affords 
to my Mind, and it muft afford to the whole 
World a convincing Proof that Juftification of 
Chara&er, in this Inftance, was not only difficult 
but IMPOSSIBLE. 

To aftertain the Degree of Injury received by 
the Profecutrix, it is indifpenfably necefiary, my 
Lord, to enter on a Candid Eftimate of her CHA- 
RACTER in a MORAL— and in a LEGAL 
Acceptation of the Term. 

I begin with her MORAL Reputation-«or the 
relative Excellence of her Charaftcr in civil Life. 

K And 

* No. The Spirit of Freedom is rouzed. The Jury, 
who tried Mr. Stockdalc's Caufe, did themfelvcs immor- 
tal Honor by connefting the FACT of Publishing with 
the whole Laogaagc of the Iudi&naent. My Jury-^— 



Digitized by 



Google 



And in tfce firft Place, my Lord, I acknowlegc, 
with infinite Regret and with all the Concern of a 
Man of Sentiment and Honor, that the Plaintiff is 
* Woman. And I am equally concerned that the 
Imputation on her Conduit could not, with any 
Colour of Decency or Truth, be transfered to 
her noble Paramour, The Poiitenefs of the 
Clergy, my Lord, is unqueftionable. For though 
it is admitted that EVE intrigued with the 
DEVIL— the firft Gallant on Record, and, to in- 
dulge her ruling Paffion, deliberately configned the 
Race of Man to eternal Damnation, yet we always 
transfer the Blame to her HUSBAND, Aid on the 
prefent Occafion, my Lord, I would cheerfully 
have ftated that Ctunt Bellois.was delivered cf 4 
ckarmitig Bcy 9 could I have don* it with the 
flighteft Appearance of Truth, or the leaft Pro- 
fpeft of being believed ; for I am unable to fee 
the Juftice of denying the fame pqlitc? Indulgence 
to Daughters, in a State of Frailty, which is fp 
readily granted to their common Mother, jn a 
State tf Perfeftidn- 

It being admitted that the Plaintiff is a woman, 
the next Subjeft of Enquiry is her CfJA- 
RACIER. 

Ctemgbpf 
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C&ara&er is a general Term and nearly iyrt<v 
mymous with REPUTATION. Luctetia\aA a 
C hafader, and fo, my Lord, had Mejfalina. Some 
Ladies are celebrated for Beauty— Others for Wit 
—Some for Chfiftity— and others for Lewdnefs-* 
but the Profecutrix is ambitious of being diftin* 
guifhed for 

V I R T U E, 

my Lord, PUBLIC and PRIVATE ! ! ! 

Of her public Virtues fufEcient has been Cud, On 
a former Occafion.* And your Lordlhip, majf 
be dlfpbfed to alk, Cut bono, to what Purpofe do 
you now enter into a Detail of her private Virtues? 
It is not my Intention. I only defire to apprize 
the People of England of the real State of Free* 
dom, in refpeft to the PRESS, and to inform 
them that your Lordfhips are bound to pafs 
Judgment on the FACT of PUBLISHING 
found' by the Jury, though a Legion of Angela 
were at this Moment ready to depofe at your,Bar t 
that they SAW Maria, alias Mary Anne Fitzher- 
in the Embraces of Bellois. 

And this I hope, will Induce them to apply to 
Parliament that JUSTICE, EQUITY and' 

MERCY 

* Alfred to the Biftiop *f London. 
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MERCY may be no longer perverted by the Igno- 
rance of JURIES or the Corruption of JUDGES. 

Juries, my Lord, may be Men of Integrity and 
conftitutional Information, and difcharge their 
Duty in an able and honorable Manner, as was 
the Cafe twenty Years ago— —Or they may be 
totally ignorant of the Law of Libels and the Pri- 
vileges of the PRESS, as we have feen to be the 
Cafe on recent Occafious. 

It is equal Folly to repofe the Safety a Citizen 
on the uncertain and perhaps DISCORDANT 
INTERESTS of his Judges. It was a fortunate 
Event for Freedom when — durante bene placito*— 
was exchanged for— durante bene gerente^—znd it 
was equally fortunar^, perhaps, when the Salaries 
were made independant on the Pleafure of the 
Crown. The OFFICE was thus raifed to the 
Pqffibility of Independence ; but no Art, no Con" 
trivance will render the MAN independant, unlefs 
PASSION and the PROSPECTS of Futurity 
could be annihilated. A' Puifne Judge may defire 
the Seat of the Chief Juftice, and the Chief Jufticc 
may languilh for a Title or be folicitous to retire 
with a Penfion. And under this Hypothefis, who 

will 

* As long as the Ktog pleafes. 

% Till his Conduft is proved corrupt, 
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will pronounce the Sentence of Court on Occafions 
interefting the Miniftry ? The MINISTER indis- 
putably. 

Tour Virtues, ray Lords, are PERSONAL and 
confequcntly ACCIDENTAL— you cannot tranf- 
mit to your Succeffors, the Spirit of INDEPEN- 
DENCE which animates yourfelves. The Offic* 
is FREE, but a Judge may be a SLAVE, 

Hence, my Lord, the ablolute Neceffity of a 
Law of Parliament to, fecurc the Subjeft from the 
Ignorance of a Jury and the Frailties of a Judge— 
a Law admitting a JuftiScation of Condutt, and 
directing the Damages to be regulated by the 
Quantum of the Offence. 

Such a Law, I flatter myfelf, would give con* 
fiderable Relief, - to your own Feelings. e;g, Your 
Lordfliips have now read Alfred's Apology, the 
'Book whence the learned Counfel hasTele&ed fo 
taany Paifages to exhibit to the Court as libellous; 
and you there fee, my Lords, that I have publicly 
called on the learned Gentleman to point to any 
Aftion of n.y Life which tarnifhes the Purity of 
my Honor, or < impeaches the Integrity of my 
Heart. This Language— unpardonable on com- 
mon Occasions — is innocent and laudable when 
Character is publicly arraigned. I now re- 

' ' peat 



Digitized by 



Google 



peat my Re<|tfeft.— — But the HONORABLE 
Gentleman is SILENT, ffis Silence is an elo- 
quent Encomium on my Morals. Now-*— - 

When his Lordfhip the feriior Judge pronounces 
Judgment <sf Cowt, he will be compeltei to <to 
Violence to his fine Idteas of JUSTICE an* 
TRUTH by addreffitfg me in thtf Language of 
the Indictment, 4s an " evil minded Man* who has 
/*§fy, wickedly* and mdicioufij defamed a certain 
featiesble, virtuous, good Sort of Woman* Thte 
Juj-y ha*e found the FACT of PU&LISKBNC5, 
and your Lordfliips arc bound to pronounce Se» 
tencf on» the FACT in Terms conformable t6 the 
Language of the Indi&rnent-, and it is far from 
my Intention to impute Blame to your Lordfliips, 
to whom I am under the highefl: Obligation far 
your Candor and Impartiality. 

But if /it offer Violence to our eftaWiflied Opi- 
nions of Juftice and Truth to addrefs the Defen- 
dant in thi$ Profecution as an <# evil minded Man." 
I imagine CONSCIENCE muft be wounded in 
deferring the Profecutrix as a " VIRTUOUS" 

Woman. Witneffes are inadmiffible at this Bar, 

* 

do me the Honor, therefore, my Lords, to follow 

me in Forum Confcienti* 9 where the Cafe (hall be 

reflated, and facisfaftory Evidence adduced m fup- 

port of my Innocence* 

STATEMENT 
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STATEMENT OF THE CASE- The 
Pxofccutrix— ftiled by the Courtefy of Europe 
u Her Royal Highnefs the Princcfs of Wales" and 
named in the Indi&ment " Mary Anne Fitzherbert, 
Widow"— complains that the Defendant has defa- 
med her, and made her ridiculous." 

AN AMOUR WITH A FRENCH NOBLE- 
MAN is the Species of Defamation ftated in the 
Indictment. And it is further urged, as a Plea o£ 
Ajggwvation, that this mode of defaming the Lady 
has a Tendency to make her ODIOUS and RI~ 
PICULOUS. 

The Lady may difmHs her Anxiety of appeariag 
ridmJouh In the Circles of Falhion, fuch fugitive 
Amours are quite the TON— not only as an 
Anticipation of the Joys of Matrimony .but as a Re?* 
lief from the Tsedium of Matrimony itfclf. A trail* 
fient Intimacy with half a dozen handibme young 
Fellows, fo far from diminishing the Charms and 
Influence Qf a Woman of Spirit, forms her beft 
Recommendation to ROYALTY. The Lady 
may confult her own Breaft— or aft her Friead 
Mrs. Parflow— or her Sifter Lady -— - — ■% U 
is the Privilege of Chriftianity to enjoy this fociaj 
Intercourfe without Ridicule or Reftraint. NonQ 
but Jews, Tufk^, and lftfcfols hold the Practice 



Qigitized by 



Google 



( 7* ) 

in Abhorrence. In that bleffed Church, of which 
the Lady is a pious and praife-worthy Member, 
the Maxims of Fornicajtion and Adultery are ftil 
more liberal than with Protectants : for a trifling 
Sum by way of Expiation, a Woman may in- 
dulge her Propenfuies ad libitum > and afterwards be 
canonized for a Saint. 

The Lady and ncft Alfred has brought Odium 
on the Name of FITZ HERBERT, Her daring 
Pretenfions to a Diadem expofe her to the Detefta- 
tion of Proteftants. And the filly Attempts of 
the PARTY to pafs her on the World for a 

VIRTUOUS WIDOW make her the Jeft 

of Europe. The Frailty of her Sex and the Enthu- 
fiafm of a Devotee are, perhaps, a fufficient Excufe 
for the Lady ; but what Apology can be offered 
for thofe, who fyftematically facrificed her to L— 
and then to AMBITION ? 

The Odium and Obloquy which the Lady ex- 
periences being thus refered to proper Caufes, the 
Nature\zx\& Quality of my Offence may be afcer- 
tained in few Words 

As to its Nature, it is obvious as the Light of 
Day that I have not accufed the Lady of any Crime 
forbidden by the Laws of God or Man. I defire 
to be uaderftood, my Lord, that a tender Corref- 

pondencc 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 77 ) 

pondcncc is not IPSO FACTO— Gnful or illegal. 
Increafe and Multiply is a divine Command % and 
the Lady appears to be fenfible of: the deftination 
of her Sex by a ftroftg Attachment to her Duty 
Her firft Hufband was a Valecudinarian-r-a mere 
Non-efficient in the Annals of Galantry. And he 
died. The Lady then refolved to take the 
VEIL; but Mr, Fitzherbert, on the Authority, 
of $t, Paul,. contended it was better to marry 
than **•*. This Dodririe was ftrongly fupportefl 
by the Lady's CONSTITUTIONAL Opinions, 
and Mr. Fkzherbert triumphed in the Conquefl: 
of her Faith and Affe&ionsi But he, alfo, died-?* 
Arid the Deity again became the Object of Adora- 
tiort. Her Vows to mortify the foft Emotions of 
her frail Humanity were renewed. But an evil 
Genius agairi Intercepted her Repentance, and once 
more perfuaded her to renounce the Solitude of a 
(Convent for an Intercourfc with Man. A perfect 

LUCRETIA in Theory, but a M >na inPrac* 

tlce, the Lady acknowleged her Spirit was willing 
but her Fleffi weak, and incapable pf refilling the 
Combined Attacks of the Devil and Count Bellois. 
The Publication of this Intercourfe conftitutes 
my Offence, which is only charging the Lady with, 
an UNLAWFUL Confummation of Love ; in 

L other 
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other Words, with a total Difrcgard to ESTAB- 
LISHED FORMS. 

And now, my Lords, fuffer me to appeal to 
CONSCIENCE. The Evidence I have to pro- 
duce originates in PUBLIC OPINION. Your 
Lordfhips are not fo entirely abftrafted from the 
World, but you muft have heard that the Profecu. 
trix is Married to His Royal Highnefs George 
Prince of Wales. It'may, indeed,, be objected that 
the Evidence is inadmiflible becaufe it is founded 
in RUMOR. But, my Lord, this Objection is 
In equal Force againft ALL TRANSMITTED 
ICnowIege, and MOST of the Occurrences of Life. 
The Fads which fall under immediate Cognizance 
are few. It is uncandid in the extreme to refufe 
Aflent to an Opinipn probable in its own Nature 
and corroborated by UNIVERSAL BELIEF, 

But it is of little Moment to my Caufe to deter- 
mine the Degree of Credit which ought to be given 
to Public Report in general, I reft my Defence on. 
the CREDIT which your Lordftiips— in CON- 
SCIENCE— give to the reported Marriage of the 
Profecutrix with the Prince of Wales. 
Permit mc to prefer the Appeal in Mother 

Form. - 

Can 
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Can your Lordfhips— in CONSCIENCE ana 
the Prefence of the Deity— deny the Cohabitation 
of the Parties ? 

But Cohabitation implies either MARRIAGE 
—or FORNICATION. 

And if the Lady be married, the Ceremony wis 
either LEGAL or ILLEGAL. 

If LEGAL— the Indiltment is vitiated by 
a MISNOMER, 

If JLLEGAL—theLady is now in the Habit 
of indulging LAWLESS Love. Confequently, 
tnj Lords, I have not DEFAMED her. 

But the learned Counfel has pofitively denied 
a LEGITIMATE Marriage. He has corrobo- 
.rated the Averment on the Record and declared her 
a PRIVATE Perfon 

The Inference from this Conceflion is valid and 
irrefragable. The Woman who flecps with the 
Prince of Wales— admitting his Claim to Man* 
hood— *»uft be hi 9 WIFE or his- — MISTRESS. 

I do not defire your Lordflxips to repofe any 
great Degree of Confidence in the learned Counlei 
but let it be affumed, for the Sake .of the Conclu! 
fion, that he has now aflerted Truth, and that the 
Lady in Queftion ii NOT the Wife of the Prince of 
Walts— What, my Lords, is the Conclufion ? The 

Lady 
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Ltdy mftft be his MISTRESS, and neither defa- 
med hot capable of being defamed, > 

Your Lordfhips will have the Goodnefrto re- 
coiled that I am now pleading in the fupreme 
Court of Conference, and were it poffible for your 
*Lord(hips to entertain a Doubt of the Cohabitation 
from which this Inference is drawn, I' could bring 
ALL EUROPE to atteft either a Knowlege or a 
Belief of the Faft. 

And fince, my LorcJs, every Motive to Delicacy 
is removed by the learned Gentleman's folema 
Affurance that the Lady is UNMARRIED, I 
(hall not hefitace to declare that I can no longer 
CONSCIENTIOUSLY exprefs a HOPE of her 
Virtue. If the learned Gentleman had not alluded 
to her Situation, I had certainly been filent from 
pure Reipe& to the Prince of :Wa!es. But. my 
: Information fincc ALFRED'S Apology made its 
Appearance, is fuch as 7 PRECLUDES ALL 
HQifE that the Rumor of the Intrigue ^originated 
- in Fallhodd. As I formerly fwore to a BELIEF 
ot the Fa&, I am ready to add, my CONVICTION 
f IS NOW COMPLETE: % If this Declaration 
wound either the Dignity or the Feelings of His 
Royal Highnefs, it oygjjt in Jufttce to t>e afcribed 
to the officious Impertinence and vinqttftiy*-Tem£fer 
of die Counfcl for the Profecutjon, 

And 
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And thus, my Lords, I h^ve demonftrated my 
Innocence fo far as Refpe&s the MORAL Repu- 
tation of the offended Lady. On every Point of 
Controverfy, the learned Counfel has been obvioufly 
^efeatAd by the plaineft Di&ates of Confcience and 
Common Senfe. But he may ftill occupy the 
GroufM of LEGAL Reputation, That fort of 
Reputation, my Lords, which the learned Gentle- 
man enjoys in common with Priddle, Holloway, 
and Sambidge — or his illuftrious Client with— 
any STRUMPET in the Kingdom." 

There are certainly Gradations in moral Dignity ; 
but according to this Mode of eftimatingChara&erj, 
abandoned Proftitutes are on a Footing with the 
chafteft Matrons. As" far as regards Life,' Liberty 
and Property, it is highly^expedient there (hould 
be no Difference ; but it is a mortifying CoriGder- 
ation that the Crown Office makes no Diftindion 
between VICE and VIRTUE. In what Country 
but England is Virtue thus degraded ! 

It is on this Ground, then, I am to receive 
Sentence of the Court— /<?r charging a Woman with 
a criminal Intimacy with a French County who now 
lives in criminal Intimacy with the Prince of Wales. 
The Intimacy with His Royal Highnefs is eftab- 
TiQied by a Verdift of your own CONSCIENCES, 

™7 
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jooy Lords, and the Criminality of the Intimacy is 
proved by the Couniel himfelf, who has declared 
the Woman UNMARRIED. My Motives, my 
JLords, for the Publication of the Anecdote were 
pure and honorable— -an Attachment .to CIVIL 
ZJBEB3T* ami a laudable Zeal for the Inter efts of 
the PROTESTANT FAITH in which I was educa- . 
catcd and of which lama Aftnijter. For this Offence 
my Lords,— if it be not an Infult to FREEDOM 
to VIRTUE and to the DEHT to name it an 

Offence 1 am to be torn from my Family 

deprived of perfonal Freedom injured in Health 

—traduced in Fame— ^and embarrafied in my 
private Concerns. 

But what is the moll extraordinary, the learned 
Gentleman informs your Lordfliips that he cannot 
avoid contracting my " HAUGHTY" Deportment 
with the " profound Humility 9 of the Man,* who 
lately withdrew from your Prefence. Whatever 
may be the Sentiments or the PraBice of the lear- 
ned Gentleman, I requeft leave to affure him that 
my CONSCIENCE makes an important Diftin&idn 
between an AJfertor of Public Freedom and a Plunderer 
of Public Property. I feel myfelf the Equal of 
every honeft Man in Court, and greatly fuperior 

* Barrington. 
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to the learned Gentleman, of whofe Eloquence* t 
rtand in no Awe, and whofe Principles 1 utterly, 
defpife. 

The learned ^Gentleman further expreffes his 
Aftonifhmeht that the % Terrors of the Law are 
unable to fubdue my Spirit $ and he is fo extremely 

chagrined 

P So much' is faid of Mr. Erfldne's ABILITIES and 
ELOQ|TENCE that one might imagine no ether Barrifter 
was endowed with Common Scnfe, or the Elocution of » 
Drayman. I was not apprized, tiH die other Day, that 
thciBt puffing Paragraphs are written by Mr. Erfcine 
bimfelf, or fuchMen as are paid to report his Speeches. 
from the Encomiums fo laviflily bellowed on his Powers,, 
Xexpe&ed to find the Vehemence of t)emofthenes united 
%ith the graceful Diffufion of Cicero* But never was J 
more difappointed. At a REPLY, he is below the 
Mediocrity of Common Life. To my firft Addrefs he 
he was nearly Jilcnt. To my fecond he anfwered, with- 
fuch confufion of Ideas, fuch Poverty of Di&ion, aud 
fuch frequent Stammerings and Hefitations in Utterance 
as would dtfgrace a School Boy. Several excellent Judges 
of Elocution, who were prefent in Court, confirmed my 
ny Opinion. And yet the Papers were filled with Eulo- 
giutns on the learned Gentleman's ACUTENESS, ELO # 
QUjENCE and SPLENQOR.of DICTION ; while poor 
Alfred — per contra— was not allowed the Common Senfe 
of Barrington ! 
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chagrined on this Account, that he calls on youf 
Lordfliips to witncfs the " triumphant Manner in 
which I feem determined to retire to my Prifon." 

My Lords, neither Bonds y nor Imprifonment, nor 
Death itfelf have any Terrors for INTEGRITY * 
and INNOCENCE- 

/ HATE DONE NO WRONG. 

This Language, I will maintain in Life, in. 
Death and at the Tribunal of the Moft High. No 
Power on Earth Ihall prevail on me to retraft a 
Jingle Syllable ; nor the Law, in the utmoft Pleni- 
tude of its Vengeance, be able to injure my 
PEACE, or extort one folitary Sigh from my Heart, * 
I GLORY, my Lords, in my Conduct, and I 
ftEJOICE as becomes a Martyr for FREEDOM, 

and a Viftim to TRUTH. 

My Solitude will be enlivened with the pleafwg 

Refle&ion that the Love of TRUTH and FREE- 
DOM, in all Ages of the World and among every * 
Defcription of Men, has been thus REWARDED, 

With a Breaft SERENE and INVINCIBLE 
tinder every Appointment, I (hall recall to Mind 
that Mr. Johnfon, in Defence of the lame Prin- 
ciples, was branded as jm Incendiary, whipt at the 
Can's Tail, and confined many Year? in New- 
gate 
V Viftim to TRUTH. From an Accident in the Prefs. 
the Word FINIS is here omitted. What follows was 
intended as a POSTSCRIPT.— Among feveral lefs im- 
portant Errata, the Reader isdefired, for Characters give, 
Age 30, to read Charafier gives. For Attachmrnt % read - 

tachment, Page 88, &c. Digged by ( OOgle 
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gate** I do not Indeed flitter myfelf with (b pros- 
perous an Ififce to my Suflfcrings. The Times 
are altered and POPERY is permitted to eftabliO* 
ks Throne without controul, and without SUS- 
PICION. I am amazed that the Friends of the 
Proteftant Faith are fo duped by the fpecious 
Profeffions of the Catholics. Let it never be for* 
gotten- chat POPERY, in its PRINCIPLES and 
its Pradice, is IMMUTABLE. It is a Solecifov 
for a PAPIST to be independant of the POPE. , 
. A Regard for Juftice forbids my condemning all 
Catholics indifcriminately. Several of the moft intel- 
ligent and CONSCIENTIOUS Members of that 
Church refuted tofign the Petition to Parliament, 
becaufe, as I was perfonally informed by One of 
them, it wa$ an Impofition in which he could not con- 
cur. The utmoft, faid he, that caa be expe&ed.from 
a GOOD CATHOLIC is, that be be peaceable and 
not take up Arms againft Government. To be a Friend 
to the reigning Family in Preference to the Houfe 
of Stuart is IMPOSSIBLE-bccaufe it is virtually 
prefcring the Proteftant Faith to Popery.. It is 

the 

* The Reverend Mr. Johnfon was a refolute Defender 
of civil and religious Freedom, in the Reign of James the 
Second. Ac the glorious Revolution be was honored ani 
TOvarded by &iog WiUUm, 
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the DUTY, alfo, faid he. of every GOOD CA* 
THOLIC to multiply Schools and increafc frofc. 
lytes, and if an opportunity offer— -to ESTAB* 
LISH POPERY THROUGHOUT THE 
WORLD. The late encreafe of Schools and 
Chapels in this Kingdom is ASTONISHING, 
And hence thy Apology for oppefing a Religion 
which in its firft Principles forbids the Toleration 
cf every other Religion.* 

f As to the late " Mrs. Fitzherbert" I have 
only to remark, that I am daily confirmed in the 
Juftice and Propriety of oppofing her in ALL 
HER VIEWS. 

f As to Mr. Erfkine, I hope I (hall always te 
fctisfied with dtfpfing him. The Verfetility of hi* 
Opinions prevent his rifing to the Dignity of 
bem%battd.$ 

It 
* Dr. Priaftly Is an Advocate For ail 6PSN CdNSTI- 
TUTION and a friendly COALITION with the Catholic** 
I honor this Gentleman as a PHILOSOPHER ; but * 
requeft Protectant Difleoters to be on their GUA&D* 
the Tyhint J*mes wUhed to eftabltfh an OPEN CON. 
TITUTION ; but the Proteftant Diflenters of that Day 
NOBLY chofe*o fuffer Reftriaiotisoii themfelves, rather 
than grant unlimited Freedom to PAPISTS* 

X Mr. Erlkine informed the Court that I am engaged ia 
a new Dictionary of the Englilh Language, and faid—, 

* "let 
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f It Is pkafing to obferve the Conduct of the 
MINISTER, in Contraft with the PROSECUT- 
ING SPIRIT of the OPPOSITION. 

Mr. Pipt is accufed of forging Fetters for the 
C»nfiituti»n-—.\)& is daily held up to public View 
as a Minifter at once WEAK and WICKED. 
But Mr. Pitt is SILENT. With a Magnanimity 
beyond Example glorious, and a Patrioufm that 
gains him univerfal Love, he pardons thelnfult and 
nobly declines the Vindication of his Honor by fo 
coftly a Sacrifice as the; FREEDOM of the 
PRESS. 

But the OPPOSITION -actuated forfooth, 

by the genuine Principles of WHIGS-~*-have 
tommenccd HoftUkies againft TRUTH itfelf } 
and promife, under the Aufpices of Mr. Erfleine, 
to fill our Prifons with the Afferters ofFREEDOM 
and. the Advocates of the PROTESTANT 
FAITH. 

« let him ttttea Words if he will— but I advife him to 
leave the political Compofiiion of them to Others." The 
Advice is good. If Mr. Erfcine be ever on the BENCH, 
It will be unfafe for me or any Mas to put Words toge- 
theron political Subjefts and to pubWh them, until we 
obtain the IMPRIMATUR of Mm or his Party. Whifo 
he is at the BAR, the Danger is not fo great, as he win 
defend Stockdale, St. Afrph* or Alfred himfelf for-^A 
GOOD FEE. 
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V 

The People of England will meditate on thefe 
interefling FACTS, and difregard, as I do, the 
Calumny and Falfhood that will appear in the 
NEWS PAPER^in Reply. 

When the Houfe of Commons profecute by, 
the Attorney General, they proceed by the moft 

^nftitutional means in their Power but the 

learned Gentleman condemns this Mode, and pleads 
fx/r the Procefs by ATTACHMENT !!* Such 
Language ought not to be endured by a free People 
even from a TORY ! But when a Man, who ftyles 
himfelf a ccnjiitutional Lawyer, toho is a Member; 
of the WHIG Club, dares become an Advocate 
for a Species of Profccution the moft arbitrary and 
infamous that can be devifed— in which the Plain- 
tiff is at once JUDGE, JURY, and EXECU- 
TIONER— he ought to atone for hi$ Crime by a 
fuitable Mode of Expiation. f 

PHILIP WITHERS- 
Decembers 1789. 

. * Trial of Perryman, 

* There is a COMMON INFORMER in the Temple, 
by many Degrees a greater Rafcal than KELLY, and 1 
truft he will one Day meet a feveter Fnoifhtneat His 
Clerk regularly buys all the Papers, fipis them, and then 
riles them. When aay of the PARTY, from Perfonal w 
Political Motives, defire to Profecute the Publifher, this 
Wretch forniflies Evidence, oq Condition of being Solicitor 
to the Profccution. Anecdote* of his Life will ihortly bt 
Published. 9$ 
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